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Abstract: 
This collection is made up of papers from William Dennis Helsabeck Jr, who taught at Milligan in the 
1990s, 2000s, and 2010s. The collection includes historical documents concerning Milligan and the 
Stone-Campbell Movement, personal documents including biographical information and correspondence, 
and memorabilia from several of his years at Milligan. His father, William Dennis Helsabeck Sr., also 
taught at Milligan from 1963-1984. Documents concerning him are in the collection as well.  
 
Biographical Note: 
William Dennis Helsabeck Jr. was born in 1940. He grew up in North Carolina, Indiana, and Wisconsin. 
He studied in Wisconsin, Indiana, Oregon, Minnesota, North Carolina, and Tennessee. Before coming to 
Milligan, he was a teacher and counselor at a high school in Green Bay, Wisconsin, served two years as 
director of high school relations for the University for Wisconsin-Madison, and served nine years as 
history professor at Northwest Christian College. He briefly taught at Milligan from 1982 to 1984 after 
teaching part-time at Milligan in the 1981-1982 year. Then, from 1984-1987, he was on the faculty of 
Kenmore Christian College in Brisbane, Queensland, Australia. He is recognized as a key historian of the 
Stone-Campbell Movement and taught Stone-Campbell and other church history courses at Milligan in 
the 1990s, 2000s, and 2010s.   
 
Arrangement: 
The collection was received in two groups of documents. One group was made up of memorabilia in files 
organized in chronological order. These files were left in that order with the same name. They make up 
the “Memorabilia” subseries. Of note is the file “Memorabilia Jan 2005-“. It is assumed that this was 
meant to eventually be labeled with the month in which it ended. However, it is not clear which month 
that was. The two other series, “Historical Documents” and “Personal Documents” were organized from a 
group of papers that were unorganized when received. “Historical Documents” is organized further into 
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the files “Milligan History” and “Restoration/Stone-Campbell History.” “Personal Documents” is 
organized further into the files “Personal and Family Biography” and “Writings and Correspondence.” 
Each of the files in these two series have been ordered chronologically when possible. The Photos series 
is in one folder containing the photos in the collection. It is stored in the photo archives room, separate 
from the rest of the collection. 
 
Scope and Content Note: 
The papers of William Dennis Helsabeck, Jr. are organized into four series: Historical Documents, 
Personal Documents, Memorabilia, and Photos. 
 
The Historical Documents series spans 1926-2021 and contains documents concerning Milligan’s history 
and the Restoration Movement’s history. This includes documents of events, newspaper articles, 
editorials, and Mr. Helsabeck’s own written documents.  
 
The Personal Documents series spans 1947-2015 and contains documents about his and family as well as 
correspondence and some of his written literature.  
 
The Memorabilia series spans 1981-2019. Each folder includes documents such as event programs, 
newspaper articles, and correspondence.  
 
The Photos series spans 1933-2015 and contains photos of Milligan, Emmanuel, and the Helsabeck 
family. 
 
Of particular note in the Historical Documents series are a few primary documents concerning Churches 
of Christ business, including a committee correspondence from 1926. In the Personal Documents series is 
an autobiographical account of Dennis William Helsabeck Sr., Dennis Jr.’s father. One helpful resource is 
Mr. Helsabeck’s annual newsletters he wrote for friends and family. They give cursory information on 
what he was doing each year. They can be found in most of the Memorabilia files.  
 
Administrative Information 
Acquisition Information  
Accession 2021-09, 2021-12 
 
Access Restrictions: 
Collection is open for research.   
 
The archivist reserves the right to determine on a case-by-case basis if certain folders within the collection 
that have been requested for viewing cannot be made available due to various restriction compliance, 
including but not limited to student information, private personal information, and organizational 
information of a restricted nature. 
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Folder List  
Box I    I. Series: Historical Documents, 1926-2021 
 Milligan History, 1960-2021 
 Restoration/Stone-Campbell History, 1926-2007 
 
             II. Series: Personal Documents, 1947-2015 
 Personal and Family Biography, 1947-2013 
 Writings and Correspondence, 1980-2015 
 
Box 2  III. Series: Memorabilia, 1981-2019 
 Memorabilia 1981-82 
 Memorabilia 1983-4 
 Memorabilia 1989-90 
 Memorabilia 1990-91 
 Memorabilia 1991-92 
 Memorabilia 1992-93 
 Memorabilia 1993-94 
 Memorabilia 1994-95 
 Memorabilia 1995-1996 
 Memorabilia 1996-1997 
 Memorabilia 1997-1998 
 Memorabilia 1989-1999 
 MN Memorabilia/Sabbatical Spring 1999 
 Memorabilia 1999-2000 
 2000-2001 
 Memorabilia 2001-2002 
 Memorabilia Aug 2002 to Dec 2003 
 Memorabilia Jan 2004-Dec 2004 
 Memorabilia Jan 2005- 
 Memorabilia 2006 
 Memorabilia 2007 
 Memorabilia 2008 
 Memorabilia 2009 
 Memorabilia 2010 
 Memorabilia 2011 
 Memorabilia 2012 
 Memorabilia 2013 
 Memorabilia 2014 
 Memorabilia 2015 
 Memorabilia 2015-2016 
 Memorabilia 2016 
 Memorabilia 2017 
 Memorabilia 2018 
 Memorabilia 2019 
 
Photos IV. Series: Photos, 1933-2015, undated 
 Pictures, 1933-2015, undated 
 
 
 


