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In the cross of Christ I glory, 
Towering o'er the wrecks of time; 
All the light of sacred story 
Gathers round its head sublime. 

When the woes of life o'er take me, 
Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
Never shall the cross forsake me; 
Lo! it glows with peace and joy. 

When the sun of bliss is beaming 
Light and love upon my way, 
From the cross the radiance streaming 
Adds more lustre to the day. 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 
By the cross are sanctified; 
Peace is there that knows no measure, 
Joys that t hrough all time abide. 
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EDI'l'ORIAL 

"THE REAL FACTS" 

" Bei!1g 8: Virginia n and th er efore a cquainted with t he 
Negro m his Southern ba iliwick wher e h e is best known. 
~est tr_eated and most contended , we have from t ime t o 
time dipped our pen in his behalf. 

" Ca lling up the d elig htful memories of childhood 
t~e1·e are pi~tures of two church es in t he litt·le Yill ag~ 
of our na t1v1ty : one, the white church , provided with a 
co;11forta b!e gallery where the colored brethren wor
shipped with us and had fe llowship at the Lord 's Ta ble · 
th e ot her, a littl e log m eeting house on Goose Creek a t 
t h e ed ge of the town , a Negro chu rch where Uncle S~m 
as we a ffectiona te ly call ed him, dispensed The Gospel : 
a nd \:her e we _dropped in occas iona lly to lis ten to his 
startli ng exegesis and hair-raising e loquence. " End qu ote. 

The a bove is a pa rt of a n article which a ppeared in t h e 
Ma_rch is~u e of "The R estoration H er a ld, " a paper of our 
F a1_th, ~v1th t~e name '·Negro" spe ll ed with a littl e "n ," 
~;h1ch 1~. an _msult to the people of my race. 'l'he n a m e 

Negro , _wntt~n with a little "n," a ppeared more th a n 
a dozen tunes m the arti cle. 

Bei ng "U:cquainted with the Negro" and being a "Negro" 
a re two different things. The " Negro" knows better than 

anybod y where he is " best treated" and "most contented." 
Give the "Negro" credit for knowing something about him- • 
self, and "where h e is best treated ." · 

Why not ask th e "Negro" who knows where h e is "best 
t reated" and "most contented." Do not ask t he "Uncle 
Sam," the "Uncle Tom" type "Negro" where he is best 
t r eated, or most contented; that type of "Negro" is looking 
for a TIP, or a HAND OUT, or some kind of POLITICAL 
FAVOR. 

That type of "Negro" will tell ·you a BARE-FACED LIE . 
H e will t ell you that he is "best treated" and "most con
tented" in Virginia , than he could be in H eaven with Goel 
and the Holy Angels. 

Ask the " Negro" who knows t ha t h e is an American, 
where is he "best t r eated" and " most contented." 

Ask the " Negro," who wants all of the rights and privi
leges g ranted him by the Constitution of the United States ; 
where is he " best treated" a nd "most contented." 

Ask the millions of " Negroes" who left Virginia before 
a nd after the Civil War, where were they "best t reated" 
a nd " most contented"? 

Ask me, a minis te r and Ame l"ican citizen , who once pas
tored churches in Tazewell County, Va., if the "Negro" is 
"best t reated" and "most contented" in Virginia? 

The "Negro" who knows wha t it is to be away from 
"comfor ta ble galleries in the white church" and other 
things, does not mean it when h e sings, " Carry m e back to 
Old Virginia." The only wa,y you will get some of them 
back is to ca rry them back in a Casket. 

"DELlGH'l'FUL MEMORIES" 
"Comfortable gallery for th e colored brethren to worship •· 

n:ay be "delightful memories" for those who do not a ppr~
~!a te what _the Apostle P eter said in Acts, tent h cha pter: 

That God 1s no r espect.or of persons : But in every nation 
h~ that . fe~.ret(1 him, and worketh righteousness, is a ccepted 
with 1nm. If the color of the skin put one race in t he 
ga)l~1-y and th e ot her race on main floor ; I a m of t he 
op1mon, tha t the Lord was a bsent f rom th e Lord's Table 
111 that church, and had no fe!J.owship with i t. 

WHERE ARE YOU LOO.JUNG 
We suggest that ministers and chu rches in t he Na tional 

Christian Preachin g Convention, look to J esus for lead er
ship. Remember, "The a rm of fl esh will fa il you, Ye dare 
not t r ust your own." Regardless to the color of a rm. look 
to Jesus. 

INCORPORATED 
Wheneve 1: I. think of t he United Missionary Society, the 

Na t10na l M1 ss10na ry Convention and the Long Range Pro
gram. I t hink c f ::, Javery. open-membership mode rnism and 
liberali sm l NCORPORA'l'ED. ' ' 

"OUT OJ<~ LINE" 
We quote from the Calhoun Street Christian Church Bul

leti n . This Chu rch speaks with authority to the Uni ted 
Missiona ry Society. 

"Op_en-members hip is scriptura l ; closed m embership is 
unscnp tu ral, and out of line with the spirit and purpose of 
th_e n~ovemen~ kno wn as The Discipl es of Chris t. Dr. P ete r 
Am sh e 1s l1v111g today among The Disciples Churches a nd 
having a greate r in fluence fo r reforma tion than wh en he 
was with us in the flesh." Encl quote. 

CI~sed_ Membership may be unscriptura l, and OUT OF 
LINE with t he spirit and purpose of the movement k nown 
as 'l'h e J? isciples of Christ. But Closed Membership is IN 
LINE ,•; ith t he spirit and purpose of th e Movement whicn 
Chnst ,, nd the Apostles brought into being. Christ said in 
.Jol_1~ 3 : 5 : "Except a man be born of ,,·ate r a nd of d ie 
Sp1nt, he cannot en te r into t he kingdom of Goel." Again 
we qaote th e Bulletin : " If you a re a Chri stian in any com
mun10n'. you may be r eceived into full fellowship of t his 
cl1u rch i rrespective of baptism." End quote. The New 'l'es ta
ment tells us that a ll wh o ca me into t he Church on Pente
cost , a nd a t other tim es, were baptized in water. 
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CANONS OF INTERPRETATION 

By the late ELDER PRESTON TAYLOR 

Pastor of Lee Avenue Christian Church, Nashville, T enn. 

Founder and first President of th e National 

Christian Missionary Convention. 

"Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman 
t hat needeth not to be ash amed, r ightly dividing the word 
of truth." II Tim. 2: 15. 

Horn , in his introduct ion. gives three rules of interpre
tation: (1) Literary, ( 2) Metaphor, ( 3) Hi story. 

1. When you open a book or subject, th row a ll the 
literary productions you can command on it, from the be
ginning get the view of your subject well in hand, a nd walk 
up to it, be master a nd not se rvant, for the revealed things 
belong to ma n and hidden things to God. Half a century 
ago most men dared n·ot open the Book of R evelation; could 
not understand it; the book was a hidd en mystery; but t he 
stud ent of today, on opening the book, finds the defi ciency 
that confronted our fath ers years ago. But there a re the 
l ite rary lights of Scott, Clark, Barns, the v.oice of neven 
t hunders and others, all opening up with new ideas, aiding 
the disciple in reaching the conclusion. Traveling in com
pany with th ese beacons, one is made to feel h e can do all 
t hings through Christ that strengtheneth him and the da rk 
Sa tan he has so much dread ed, ha s burs t forth with t he 
most pleasan t fruit. 

There may be some things that we a re to see t hrough a 
glass darkly, but God has opened wide the storehouse of 
wi sdom to a ll , th a t the way of life and t he plan of salvation 
may sta nd out in full vi ew wi t h this inscription . All Scrip
tu re is given by inspiration of God an d is profitable fo r 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for ins truction in 
righteousness, that th e .man of Goel m ay be perfect, thor
oughly furni shed unto a ll good works. 

Nothin g is lacking in th e Book or Life to supply man's 
fulles t needs, a nd he is prohibited from a dding or t aking 
from th e con tents of t his book. H e is ad monish ed to s tudy 
this revela tion of God, not to change o r improve or destroy 
its la ws an d precepts. Ma n cannot show h imself approved 
unto God unless h e has used th e materia l that God has 
g iven -him. "F or whosoeve r shall keep the whole law, and 
yet offend in one poin t, he is guilty of a ll; One link out of 
the cha in destroys th e usefuln ess of the entire ca ble." 

Let us pi ctu re out a s hip crossing th e ocean full of ca rgo 
and living freigh t. P roudly she sails with all h e r mammoth 
machinery in motion a nd her sails unfurl ed to th e breezes , 

but, alas, she springs a leak, soon the water of the mighty 
deep pour in and all goes down in destruction. How many 
ships of Zion labeled the people of the most high God, ap
parently well equipped with the ordinances of the Lord 
J esus, a re sailing through life with banners? But every 
man's work must be tes ted, for many will say in Judgment, 
Lord have we not done many wonderful works ? But t hen 
the Lord will say to th em, I have n ever known you. My 
ways a re not your ways, says the Almighty. As the heavens 
a re high a bove th e earth, so are my ways above your ways. 

Absolutely an adherence to the word is necessary to make 
a working man that needeth not to be ashamed. Put your
self a few years hence, wh en your work will h ave been 
finished, at least the time alloted for you to finish it when 
you will s tand before the judge and say to him, Behold 
here is my work th a t thou gavest me to do. When t h e ex
amination begins it will be on the basis that God made with 
Moses , "Make all things according to the pattern shown to 
thee in the mountain." But what if the judge should say , 
This ga rment is not cut acco rding to my patte rn, have you 
not made n ew patterns ? Friend, why are you h ere without 
a wedding garment on? To be speechless without a defense, 
would be a position of a criminal of great magnitude, and 
to preach a ny other gospel than that which has already 
been preached would be to call down a curse on the promul
gator. Decide now which will you take, the reward for do
ing duty, or th e punishment for negligence. H er paths a re 
paths of pleasantness , a nd all her ways are ways of peace 
to them that wa lk in th em, and so t each others . But if t he 
blind I'ead the blind both will fall in the ditch together. 
The Bible is not a catacomb. "Why seek you t he living 
among the dead ?" There has been a r esurrection and ascen
sion of our Saviour, and he invites all nations of the earth 
to come unto him and be saved. But those who come must 
recogni ze him as th e a uthor of th eir sa lvation a nd no t 
expunge his conditions and institute those of men. 

Man's r edemption is conditional. Goel changes the h eart by 
faith , but if there is no faith in the h eart God cannot 
change the heart , for faith is the condition of the change. 
Repentance changes the life; but if the supplicant r efuses 
to repent, he destroys the new life ; baptism changes t h e 
state, but what if the candida te r efuse to be bapti zed, he 
cannot be r egenerated or t rans lated out of the kingdom of 
darkness into the kingdom of God's dear Son. These are 
some of the conditions that Jesus converts sinners into 
Christians, there bring them from the world into tlie church, 
a nd then he has conditions to carry them from the church 
to th e kingdom of heaven. Add to your faith, courage; and 
to courage, knowledge; and to knowledge, t emf)erance ; and 
to t emperance, patience; and to patience, godliness; and 
to godliness, brotherly kindness ; a nd to brotherly kindness, 
charity ; for · if these things be in you, and a bound t hey 
make you that you shall neither be barren nor unfruitful 
in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But he that 
lacketh these things is blind and cannot see afar off, and 
ha th fo rgotten that h e was purged from his old sins. 

2. The Metaphor; to study the Bible with any degree of 
intelligence a nd candor one must get all the similtudes 
that can be found on the subject in hand , bring out every 
analysis and resolve them into the principle. No one has 
ever been able to discover a single contradiction in all the 
Bible. "What at may seem to be a mystery to the reader 
from th e surface, he needs only to harmonize the passages 
in ha nd , a nd al way s allow the Scriptures to interpret them
selves. If God cann ot make himself unde rstood through 
the Hol y Writ surely our construction of things would 
bring greater confus ion a nd scatter the true meaning to 
t he four winds of t he earth . Already the curvation is too 
visible. Indeed, th e curves h ave been made so sharp until 
accidents a re unavoid able, and many good intentions might 
have been fruitful , and garnered the ripened grain for the 
kingdom. It does not t ak e th e eye of an angel to discover 
th e sta te of things a lready exis ting among the followers 
of Christ. 

Men have rega rded th e rights of th e Bible so little until 
it is a common occurren ce to see a man call his n eighbors 
together a nd set himself up a littl e kingdom or church, and 
decla re himself monarch , and proclaim his mandates to his 
subjects; a nd , a t will , take in a nd turn out those whom h e _ 
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may choose, and thus sets aside the prescribed conditions 
of the New 'restament. On the fellowship and withdrawal , 
we would refrain from describing much of the preaching 
tha t is altogeth er foreign to the t eaching of the Bible, ·~o 
say nothing of the wild emotions that are practiced in 
many of the churches of today. The wisdom t hat is from 
above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be 
entreated. If we would only accept of the wisdom of God, 
through the gospel of his son J esus, wha t a breaking down 
of the middl e wa ll , that has so long separated t he people 
of God ; ancl th e re would be a union of all the vast a rmy of 
God, marshaled by the great head of the church, and r e
vi ewed by the host of heaven ; and what an ingathel'ing there 
would be of conver ts , enrolled upon t he registe r of the 
saved. To be in the midst of such a grand s ight would be 
joy and gladness to the constituency of heaven . "\Ve cannot 
charge it to the Bible for the deluded state we a re in. for 
t he inspi red book of God is for a unit~d people; and when 
one ii:; born of its r egen eration it brings him into a union 
with God and his church, and there he is t o contend earnest
ly for the faith once delivered to the saints. The la w of 
na ture, as well as science, has tau ght us we cannot find in
terpretation unt il we have first found the Jaw of agreement. 
and make the beginning and encling bl end into one. We a re 
afraid too many think of th e Bible as th e man said of 'th e 
mill , "There are five brothers, and each one owns five
fourths of that mill." But when he was t old there were only 
four-fourths in anything, said he, " Yes. you will remember 
that is a big mill. " The Bible is a big book covering t hou
sands of years and treating on all th e important subjects of 
the world and many of its visitors to its pages get entirely 
lost and will hardly find themselves until Gabriel finds them 
in judgment. Reading the Bible is much like th e prayers 
offered, instead of r econciling ourselves to t he will of God . 
we try to blend God to our will. 

A woman -once said to me, "God doesn 't answer prayer." 
Said I, "What is it he has to answer ?" "Why," said she, "I 
have asked Him for these ten years to take my husband out 
of the world tha t I may marr y a Christian man ." God 
answered her· prayer by leaving him in the world a nd 
making a Christian out of him. A mother sent for me once 
to preach her child 's funeral and sa id , "I have prayed Goli 
to make my boy a pure boy, a useful boy, and here he has 
let him die." Why, God answered her prayer; if t hat boy 
had lived h e would have been perhaps contra ry to -~h e 
mother's prayer, and wishing to save him, God took him 
home where he would be pure and useful. We too often 
overlo~k the resignation of our prayers, "Not my will , but 
Thy will be done." 

In the commission of J esus to his disc iples , go, means 
never stop doing good for your brother man to be a follow er 
of Jesus r equires a consecrated life. The erroneous idea of 
some is when they invited to join the church a ll t h ey 
were r equired to do was to yield obedience to the ordinances 
and sit down upon the work of others and ride into heaven 
with fold ed arms and closed mouths. When the call i s 
made come and join the church it means come wo rk for 
J esus, come live a useful life in the service of the Lord. 
The church is like the ship of Jonah it is over-loaded 
with too many "sleepers," the ship maste{· needs to ask them 
to arise and call upon th eir God, if so be, God may think 
upon us that we perish not. A great shaking among the dry 
bones would greatly replenish and bring about a healthy 
g rowth . Indifference is the greatest drawback the church 
is experiencing today ; indifference once invited, is like a 
contagious disease, it is hard to get rid of. It a lways wants 
company, and like the roaring lion,- it seeks to devour a ll ; 
and . ma ny times the disciples pray, "Lord increase our 
faith." Like th e poor, the impious we have with us always. 
and mu_ch of the time and labor that ought to be spent 'in 
convertmg the world have to be given to th e weak :imong 
us. They are those who are always ready to ride on some 
strong man's back. H elp me, is the cry, instead of helping 
them_selves and growing strong to h elp others. 

We should put into practice the word s of J esus, " It is 
more _blessed to give than to receive." But our ·imperative 
duty 1s to lose none that have been committed to ou r car e. 
The lost one ?as around him the most of our t ea rs , p rayers 
a~d labor. Like the seamen we a re pulling for the sho re 
with our brother, unwilling to leave him behind to t he 

breakers. After all it is refreshing to know that God will 
save the ci ty if a few a re faithful , and that J esus s till 
walks in the midst of His church and holds out His hand to 
t he sinking, saying, "Be thou fa ithful until death and I 
will gi ve thee a ~rown of life." 

3. History contains the great events of all ages. It is the 
arsena l from which we gather the knowledge of all periods, 
a nd with it we are enabled to draw nigh up to the very 
mou th of the speak er, a nd look into the past a nd see t he 
lives and characters of t he noble and chivalrous, a nd r eview 
their mighty deeds that have been written upon the Rock of 
Ages ; and like the lighthouse out on a dark ocean, t hrows 
out th e rays of light upon a perilous sea to the struggl in g 
sea men. What would thi s dark world be without the histor y 
of Moses, Job, Paul, or Christ? Take away t he narratives 
of these and othe rs, and you know but little. Yes, t he Bible 
is a volume of history, and God and his co-efficients are thP 
historians; a nd one of these wr iters said: "And many other 
s igns did J esus in the presence of his disciples which a re 
not written in this book, but these are written, t hat ye 
might believe tha t J esus is t he Christ, the son of God ; a nd 
that believing ye might ha ve life through his n ame." But 
it is very la rgely the unwritten law that brings about t lH
confusion. We must take th e Bible and the Bible alone, as 
the safeguard against importation. 

The Bible is broad enough for all believers to s tand 
upon, a nd is the only m edium that can be offered as :i 

bas is of union fo r all t he people of God . There are some 
t hings written in history we a ll wish could be e rased, a nd 
t he white pages ha ve never been blackened. But as history 
repea ts itself, let the revolution tell of the r eturn to Jeru
salem, and the whole family on earth and in heaven wear
ing the same na me. Let God be th e referee for a ll differ
ences , a nd all his people imbued with the idea of following 
his example of love, and not speculate upon the wo1·d of 
God. Don' t let it be said it is the voice of Jacob, but the 
hand of Esau . Don't bring into t he holy calling deception. 
lmt be living epi stl es of t he Lo rd, and fully represen t Him. 
Wors hip elevates us if it be of God , or brings us down if 
it be of t he devil. The worsh ip of the god of wars, Mars . 
was the heathen idea of making the soldier brave ; t he 
worship of the god of wine, Bacchus, was the idea of t he 
ma n ufacturers of disseminating their t rade ; the worship of 
the god of sta r s, Venus, was another idea of the savage 
na tions, but our God , who made the heavens and the earth. 
is th e only t rue God to worship in the beauty of holiness. 
Let us come before him with t he whole armor on ; let t he 
church get into the Spirit of God, and when you meet with 
difficulties remember there are some t h ings t hat cannot 
be cast out only by fasting and prayer ; for God 's ea rs :ire 
ever open to the cry of the righteous, when they call wi t h 
a purpose to obey him. History divulges an interesting 
pa thwa y of the church of Christ. J esus sa id , "Upon t hi s 
rock I w ill build my church." 

The world had lived through two dispensations, t he pa
triarcha l and J ewish, a nd now had in their mids t an 
eternal King, who was about to set up a kingdom or a 
church under the new dispensation of things. How shall 
we identify this church, and how do we know we are m em
bers of Christ , unless we know His church ? It is not enough 
to know we a re in a church , but if we wish to be savecl 
we mus t know we are in the church of th e living God . 

A church not built on t he found a tion whi ch God la id is 
no t the community whi ch the Lord calls my church. "for 
other foundation s can no man lay than tha t is laid, which 
is J esus Ch ris t." I Cor. 3 : 11. A church not found ed 'i n , h e 
right place is not the chu rch of Christ ; " for out of Zion 
s hall go fort h t he la w, and the world of t he Lord from 
J erusalem." Isaiah 2: 3. A church not es tablished at thP 
righ t t ime is not t he chu rch of Christ. "And t hat r epen
tance and remission of s ins should be preached in His n a me 
among a ll nations, beginning at Jerusalem." Luke 24: 4 7. 
No church can be t he t rue church that has not been founded 
by Ch r ist and His apostles .'' And J esus came a nd SP!rke 
unto them, say ing, all power is given unto me in h ea ven 
and in earth.' ' :Vl a tt. 28: 18. A church with any other law 
than the one g iven by th e head of the church is not ~he 
kingdom of Chris t. Any church labeled with a human name, 
not founded in the New Testament, is not the church of 
Ch ris t, "and thou shal t be called by a new nam e, which the 
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mouth of the Lord shall name." Isaiah 62: 2. The church was 
established on the day of Pentecost. Acts 2. The members of 
this church were named in honor of Christ, "and the dis
ciples were called Christians first in Antioch." Acts 11 : 26. 
These propositions are of such great magnitude that we will 
be forever lost if we don't believe and act upon them. We 
are begotten by the word of God, and all who a re saved by 
this word are made Christians, and add ed to the church 
of Christ; but all who a re begotten by the commandments 
of men, are made sectarians, and become members of a 
denomination, and are amenable to their laws and customs. 
But the true church is the temple of God and the pillar of 
a ll truth, and God dwells therein, and the invitation is to 
a ll , "Come unto me and be saved." 

But we must consider the last line of the t ext, "Rightly 
dividing the word of truth. " May I ask what is your m ethod 
for reading the Bible ? vVe demand a system for everything. 
On opening the Bible you will find a place for every thing, 
and every thing in its place. My rule I have adopted for 
many years in r ea.'ct ing the Bible is to find out: (1) Who 
the letter is addressed to ; (2) Who wrote it ; (3) Under 
what circumstances was it written ; (4) What is its 
contents. 

Then I am better prepa red to reason with the sender of 
the document. The first time I read the Bible through from 
Genesis to Revelation was to find out what was in it ; the 
second time ~as to comprehend it; the third time was to 
obey it, and the after times were to converse and better un
,derstand the write rs. You will find it to be a great a dvan
tage to put yourself in the spirit of prayer and reconcilia
tion to fully comprehend the instructors of the inspired 
word of God. A great deal of self-control is quite n ecessary 
to come before the men of the Bible than of the world and 
its contents. Let the wJ10le hea rt and life of you be given 
to the subject for the present, and you will be fill ed with 
n ew life, with the Holy Spirit a nd will find yourself trans
figured into new purposes and work. The half-starved 
churches get their supply from a half-fed minist ry. who 
depends on gathering the food afte r he has kindled the fire 
in the pulpit and hi s congregation all seated before him. 
A minister came to me not Jong since and said: " I find 
much difficulty in selecting and preparing my subjects." 
After questioning him I found he devoted only Saturday to 
the s tudy and prepa ra tion· of his sermon. I pointed out a 
barrel that stood under the eave of the house, and asked 
him could he account for the staves and hoops get ting loose 
and letting in between them the wide crevices. Why, said 
he, they have drawn off all the water and failed to put 
more in. You are a walking ba rrel of the same similitude. 
If you would be successful in your calling, deliver your 
goods and refill at once with more. What would you think 
of a merchant, afte r his week's trade, to wait until some 
one ca lled for h is articles before having t h em ready ? 
Keep fill ed up brim full of the word of truth, for an idle 
heart is the workshop of the devil , and he will thorough 
occupy it with his wares of death. 

Th e divis ions of the Bible are the Old a nd New Testa
ments. The Old Testament consists of (he la w of Moses, 
the Prophets and the Psalms, which are not of force now. 
Paul says they were our schoolmaster to bring us to Christ. 
The New Testament contains four divisions: The four 
Gospels, the Acts, the Epistles and the Revelations. "Right
ly div iding th e word of truth" does no t authorize you to 
lay the book upon the dissecting ta ble and everyone take 
what best suits him and his people. 

Every day we meet inqui r ies asking for the good old ·way, 
th e way of holiness, and you are the sign board in the 

forks of the road , with hand pointing to the right hand 
road, and the imprint is, "Behold the Lamb of God that 
takes away the sins of the world ." But some of the sen
tinels have gone to sleep, and let many of the travelers take 
the wrong road . The world furnishes four inquiries and 
J esus furnishes the equal number of answers for them. 
The first one of the inquiries is the unbeliever. The first 
thing to do with him is to make him an unequivocal _b~
liever, and he must go to the four gospels or the first d1v1-
sion of the New Testament to find the convincing power 
of the gospel. 

There he meets face to face the one to which he has ob
jected, and Jesus r easons with him, and h e sees and h ea:s 
for himself and no longer doubts but believes. Now that 1s 
the Bible 's way of making believers. "So then faith cometh 
by hearing, and hearing by the word of God." Rom: 10:17. 
Davis said the law of the Lord is perfect, convertmg the 
soul ; the testament is sure, making wise the simple. 

The second inquirer is the sinner. He comes crying, "Men 
and brethren, what must I do to be saved ?" and th_e onl_Y 
answer is found in the Acts of the Apostles. Here m this 
book of Acts are all the conversions recorded in the New 
Testament. It furnish es a complete history of all men and 
women brought into the kingdom by the ambassadors of 
Christ and stands today as the only mile post pointing men 
to the ~nly way of salvation. This book is to the sinner what 
the cities of r efuge we)'e to the J ews. Under the la_w of ~oses 
the gates stood open day and night, and the _bright hght~ 
shined out upon the highway. The road way 1s kept clear_, 
the watchman upon the wall stands to wel~o~e the pem
tent into the harbor, and all who enter are _w1_thm the gates 
of the city. The third inquirer is the Christian. He ?omes 
praying, "Lord increase our faith . "He has ma~y ~1fficul
ties to conquer and needs God's grace to help m_ time of 
need, and the Lord has provided for his instruct10ns and 
comfort. 

H ere are twenty-one letters, beginning at Romans and 
ending with Jude all written for and addressed to the 
Christians ; and r:o one holds the ti~le t_o th~m but the 
foll9,,1.Vers of Christ. And the fourth ~nqmrer 1s t~e aged 
pilgrim of many years service for his _Master, with eyes 
dim and bent over his staff; hoary hairs have long been 
his ~rown of righteousness-like Israel of old, h e has long 
waited for his passport. 

Here the book of Revelation is to him w~at Mou~t Pisgah 
was to Moses. He climbs upon its s~mm1t an~ views the 
landscapes over and reads, "Be thou fa1th{ul until de!1th and 
I will give thee a crown of life." Thus how beautiful the 
other world opens up to us from this life; even before we 
leave the shore we can see the landing. It was Stephen that 
caught the sight and sounded out aloud, "I se~ the heavens 
open and the Son of man standing on the nght hand ?f 
God " Let the world stone you all it wants to, God will 
t ak~ care of the mar tyr 's blood. Standi~g by the side of 
this aged pilgrim we see the Book of book open, and all 
the nations of th e earth are invited to r ead thereof, under
s tand , and obey ; and then it is yours to reign with the 
ri ghteous throughout eternitr. 

Editor's note : If Elder Preston Taylor know that tl~e 
National Convention h e established, and left to them his 
fortun e of more than a hundred thousand dollars, had re
moved the old landmarks, and have made themselves slaves 
to an open-membership organization, if possible, I believe 
h e would turn over in his grave; because he lived , fought; 
gave a nd died to keep them free. 
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"LR!' F S SPIMl{ WHERE THE BOOK SPEA l{S" 

By ELDER W. H. (BALTIMORE) TAYLOR, 

Ministe r of Second Christian Church , Hagerstown , and 

Emmanuel Christian Church, Baltimore, Md. 

Have we, as ministers, pastors, shepherds, etc., in the 
Church of Ch r ist, or Christian, out grown the title of Elder 
or Brother , and are using the title of Reverend and Mister 
which a r e not found in the New Testament? 

Those elders who give all their time to the ministry 
of the Word are called "ministers." "But we will give our
selves continually to prayer , and to the ministery of the 
word. " Acts 6: 4. "Let the elders that rule well be counted 
worthy of double honour, especially they who laboui· in the 
word and doctrine." I Timothy 5: 7. 

Those elders who give all thei r time to the ministry of 
the Word are a lso called "evangelists. '.' "And he gave some 
apostles ; and so me prophets; and some evangelists; and 
some pastors and teachers ; For the perfecting of the sa ints, 
for t he work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body 
of Chris t: Till we all come in the unity of the faith a nd 
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 'ma n , 
unto t he measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 
That we ~en ceforth be no more children, toosed to and fro , 
an? earned a bout with every wind of doctrine, by the 
~leigh_t of men, and cunn_i ng craftin ess, whereby they lie 
111 wait to deceive." E phesians 4-11-14. 

"But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do t he 
work of an evangelist, ma ke full proof of thy ministry." 
II Timothy 4 : 5. · 

P aul exercised the du t ies of t he eldership during his 
t hree years sojourn in Ephesus. "Therefore watch, · and 
remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not 
to wa rn everyon e ni ght and day with tears." Acts 20: 31. 

Peter speaks of himself as an .eld er . "The elder s whi ch 
a re among· you I exhort, who a m also an eld er , a nd a wi t
n ess of t he sufferings of Christ, a nd a lso a partaker of th e 
g lory tha t shall be revealed." I P eter 5 : 1. We find no hi o-h
sounding titles in the New Testa ment . No minis ter has 
~my · authori t y to wear the title of "Reverend ." The word 
is used only once in the Bible, and in that instance, wi th 
r eference to God. Psa lm 111 : 9. The word Rever end is no t 
found in the New Testament. Let 's speak where the Book 
speaks. Let's call Bible things by Bible names. As a minis
t er of the gospel, I perfer the title E lder or Brothe r which 
is scriptural. I do not like th e title Reverend nor Mister 
because they are not found in the New Testa ment. 

MINI STE RS, REEP YOUR, FEET ON THE GROUND! 

II Samuel 12: 1-8 

By ELDER BRADLEY GENTRY, 

Minist er of Centra l Christian Church, Louisville, and 

Student in the College of the Scriptures. 

Immorality has t aken its toll of human influence through 
the ages, in all walks of life, in. all professions : doctors, 
lawyers, scienti sts, statesmen, educators and preachers. 

David was one of the most successful kings of Isr ael, of 
a poor family, but God raised him to great honors. In his 
struggles with Saul, God conditioned him for service. 
Un t il t hen his fee t were on the ground and was very sane 
in his conduct and thinking. Finally the day came when he 
got puffed up. At this time he had more than one wife. 

One day David was enjoying himself on the roof of his 
palac·e in a ll of its spl'endor and beauty, wit h a kingly pas
sion. This is the fi r st a ccount we have in the Bible of David 
a llowing his feet to get off the ground, and what happen ed ? 
He saw the nude body of one of his subject's wives a nd it 
im,mediately stirred his lower passion for h er. H e made 
plans. to send for her to sa tisfy his passion. And so h e did, 
a n a ct in violation of the Law of God, all because h e let 
his sexual passion get t h e better of him. 

God has chosen us ministers, as he had chosen David. vVe 
are both "readers of the law" and examples of the same. 

We must keep our bodies und er subjection. I Cor. 9: 27. As 
an example, the trees in the forest are blazed with a knife 
slash by the traveler, so t hat he might find his way back 
out: These marks must not be ta mpered with, lest the man 
in the forest won't find his way out. We ministers are 
ma rked trees in the forest . 

,V'hen a minister is tempted by pats on the back by 
people, especially women, to rise to unwarranted power, 
let him r emember h e must k eep his feet on the ground 
and stay off the roof. A rooster flew upon a post one clay 
and crowed, and an old hen said to him, "Come on clown, 
old fellow, you came out of an eggshell like the r est of us." 

David proceeded to cover up his crime by have Uriah, 
her husba nd, killed and that only made matters worse. 

The minister has a hard enough time. Don't make mat
t ers worse; our only escape is found in James 4:7. R esis
tance is the watch word to retain good morals. And by doing 
it we k eep on the ground. 

I would li ke to close wi th an old fable. 

One day an eagle swooped down on a ba rn to grab in his 
huge claws, h e t h ought, a rabbit. But when h e got a way 
in mid-air he discovered it was a ca t. The cat h ad claws too 
ancl commen ced pulling feathers out of the eagle's breast. 
The eagle immediately decided to let him drop, a nd told 
t h e cat so, bu t th e cat said to the eagle, "You h ave me ·<oo 
fa r up in the a ir ; carry me right down yonder on t he barn 
roof where you got m e." 

Preachers, keep you r .feet on the ground! 

"THE BEST TIME TO MAKE F RIENDS IS BE'FO RE 

YOU NEE D T HEM.'' , 

COOPERATION 

By ELDER J . N. KEYES, Greenwood, Miss. 

As I see personally, there should be more cooperation 
among individuals to succeed in life. Then it should extend 
to the local churches of Christ throughout the .Brotherhood. 
When you take, for instance, any local church where in you 
see a few of the men and a small band of women together 
with their pastor always in a caucus, which means, a poli
tical part meeting, to decide upon a line of policy to put 
over, ignoring the remaining of the rest of the members 
who have experience in the local church, all for the like 
of cooperation. A house divided against itself cannot stand. 
The sa me goes for the District. Many churches in a District 
have ministers pastoring who never cooperate, never meet 
in a quarterly session not unless it convenes in the church 
he pastors. That minister fails in cooperation. Take the 
State. It's on the same basis, caucus from the time the 
meeting opens every day until election time. How, we who 
say that we are Christians, do such underground work and 
think we are pleasing God? 

I think the best way to understand what it means to co
operate is to take what the Bible says about it. Thus you 
see cooperation means working together for one common 
cause. Had not Aaron and Hur cooperated in holding up 
Moses' hands the battle never would Have been won. And 
if we do not cooperate in our churches in what program 
that may come before us, we are going to fail. Cooperation 
assures for success. 

There mus t ever be cooperation even in our prayers if 
we would make the effective with God. ,Ve must agree on 
and ask for the same thing. "Let there be no divisions 
among you," says Apostle Paul. "Again I say unto you, 
that if two of you shall agree on earth, as touching any 
thing that they shall ask, ·it shall be done of my Father 
which is in H eaven ." Matt. 18:19. In the work of winning 
souls to Christ, there must be cooperation. When the sinner 
and ungodly men and women see christians devided very 
little good can be accomplished. That's why J esus said, 
" Let your light so shine before men that they may see your 
good works." And glorify your Father which is in Heaven . 
He went fo rth again by the sea side and a ll the multitudes 
r esorted unto Him, and He taught them. Had the people 
not cooperated to the extent, that they went out to hear 
t he words of ete rnal li fe, they could not have been saved. 
We have got to coopera te for our own and the salvation of 
others. 

HUMAN SUBSTITUTIONS 

By ELDER R. L. (SILVER TRUMPET) SERCY, 

Atlanta, Georgia. 

Every thing that is not of faith is sin. Rom. 14 : 23. 
Paul had the church to understand that persons wqo eat 

doubting, were condemned for the lack of faith. We are liv
ing in a time when substitutions are becoming customs 
and resulting into law. Now, the things for which we stand, 
by some are not essential to salvation. 

If wrong, somebody is the blame; if right then trance it 
back and you will find Christ behind it. One thing certain; 
the strongest force will dominate. We do things because 
somebody else did them. It is just as easy to do good as to 
do evil. Adam and Eve sinned because they thought one 
advise was as good as another. Therefore heading to satan 
and their desire, sin was revealed and death came into the 
world . · 

We say one place or thing is as good as another; but fire 
cannot take place of water. Nadab and Abihue offered 
strange fire unto God, but there went out a fire from God 
and devoured them. Lev. 10: 12. 

Mirom and Aaron wanted to substitute for Moses but 
God overheard them and called them to toy. Num. 12:1-11. 
Jerebom like our people said, one place is as good as another 
it is not the place but what you carry to the place. But 
listen to God: Where I record my name, there will I meet 
you and bless you. Ex. 20 : 24. 

Where was His name recorded? Solomon built the house 
of the Lord in Jerusalem, where the Lord had appeared 
unto David his father. II Cor. 3:1. Jerebom pled on the 
grounds of convenien ce ; He built Shechem in Mt. Ephraim 
and dwelt there. I King 12: 25. Saul thought it was alright 
to go into the sacred place and offer the sacrifice; and was 
condemned . I Sam. 13: 15. 

We are finding ourselves in the same rut, doing every
thing that the denominational people are doing and yet 
saying we are Bible Christians. Some of us think we are 
helping God out, but no one can h elp God and at the same 
time ignore His word. Uzziah thought he would use his hand 
to stay the Ark but God killed him for disobedience. Num. 
1 : 51. He had a good motive yet, he was wrong. Let us stop 
playing church in our conventions, and let us not kind our
selves by saying one church is as good as another. I grant 
you that one denomination is as good as another, but none 
of them can be compa red with the one Universal Church of 
Christ. God said : These Prophets ran but I sent them not, 
they prophesied but I commanded them not . . Jer. 23: 21. 
Christ did not leave His program in the hands of a con
vention board; but that is where they got it. Too bad. 
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The National Fellowship Meeting 

EVERY MAN TO HIS BELIEF 

By R. L. SERCY 

This statement was given by a young man whose judg
ment did not sound good. H e is a victim of UCMS. They 
have succeeded in making a first class Sect out of him and 
will do the same thing for you if you stay with them. It 
is alright to stay with a thing so long as it does not con
flict with the word of God. Our job is to resist the devil. 
Wh en you fail to da nce by the music you are out of line. 
Several years I helped to keep t h e UCMS promoters fat 
while the Church was dying. 7'hey were talking about 
China and Africa; they are still talking. 

It is strange they n ever m ention Louisiana, where we 
don't have the first Negro Christian Church. They speak 
about natives working for 30 cents per day. I was talking to 
a man the other day who is getting $1.75 per week and 
his eats. I don ' t know about Africa, but I do know that we 
n eed to restore the church in America. Come ye out from 
among them saith th e Lord. 

Incline your ear, come unto Me ; hear, arid your soul shall 
live. Isaiah 55 : 3. 

The National Fellowship Meeting, through its 
host pastor, Elder A. G. Nelson of Kansas 9ity, 
Missouri, and Vice President of the Nat10nal 
Christian Preaching Convention is making plans 
for the most timely Fellowship Meeting which will 
have to do with the final plans and arrangements 
for the National Christian Preaching Convention 
which will be held in Baltimore, Maryland, in 
August. 

Invitations are being sent out to the ministry. 
We feel at this time that a number of the leaders 
who have been misled by false Prophet Master 
Organizations are beginning to open their eyes. 
and read the requirements of God's word to the 
leadership of the church. They are crying in a loud 
voice "Back to the Book and down with Modern
ism ~nd false teachings." 

Every Church s hould contribute freely to sup
port the National Christian Preaching Convention 
Program of Evangelism. Plans should be made to 
come to this Fellowship Meeting with your mind 
made up to support the New Testament teachings. 

The date: April 24-25-26th. East Side Christian 
Church, Kansas City, Mo. For information and 
reservation, write Elder A.G. Nelson, 1921 E. 24th 
Street, Kansas City, Mo. 

Letters to the Editor 

This is a fine paper. Keep up the good work. I am send
ing you this donation.-Mrs. Roxie Green, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

The Christian Informer is a Defender of the Faith and I 
read it with interest. It puts the food down on the lower 
shelf where we may get it. Herewith is a check. Sincerely, 
Fred H. Shaver , Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

I am sending you another donation for The Christian 
Informer. You are doing a good work.- C. L. Johnson, Cov
ington, Ky. 

Another donation for The Christian Informer.- Elder and 
Mrs. B. A. Douglas, Concord , N. C. 

A donation for The Christian Informer.-Mrs. Malcoma 
Brown, Hagerstown, Md. 

My monthly donation for The Christian Informer.
Elde r J. W. Stanley, Baltimore, Mel. 

Letters to the Editor 

A donation for The Christian Informer. It is· a fine paper. 
-Mrs. Marvenia Wallace, Hagerstown, Md. 

I am handing you this donation for The Christian In
former. I enjoy reading it.-Mrs. Mildred Saunders, Balti

. more, Md. 

The Christian Informer is a great paper, this is a dona
tion.-Mrs. Viola Boatright, Hagerstown, Md. 

My monthly donation for The Christian Informer.- Mrs. 
E. E. Foard, Baltimore, Md. 

My monthly donation for The Christian Informer.- Mrs. 
A. L. Taylor, Baltimore, Md. 

My monthly donation for The Christian Informer.-Mrs. 
Arnita Ford, Baltimore, Md. 

Another donation for The Christian Jnformer.- Mrs. 
Lillian Gladney, Baltimore, Md. 

Another donation for The Christian Informer.-Frank 
Abram, Baltimore, Md. 

This is a donation for The Christian Informer.- Miss 
Hilda Brooks, Hagerstown, Md. 

Dear Editor: Please find enclosed a donation.- Jolm 'Wil
lia ms, Greenwood, Miss. 

Like the Christian Informer, I'm getting better and bet
t e r. Had big Valentine reminders. Both Louisville and Win
ston Salem Schools are thriving, calling for students and 
friends. Both must be supported loyally and royally. Both 
are definite attempts to strengthen the Christian Ministry. 
We sent another box of books to Winston Salem School. 
Have few more for some worthy young preachers. ·we're 
learning that subscriptions and donations to The Christian 
Informer pay big dividends. 

Yes, in the ole Virginia snow, Elder C. H . Dicke rson, Box 
123 N. Tazewell, Va. 

St. Luke's Church, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

The second Lord's Day in F ebruary was a big day in St. 
Luke Church. We had with us Elder W . H. (Baltimore ) 
Taylor, editor of The Christian Informer. The church is 
moving in a fine way. Elder W. F. Keyes, pastor of Wil
liamsburg Christian Church, with his choir and congrega
tion worshiped with us on . the second Lord's Day "in t he 
afternoon. 

Yours in Christ, 
Elder .J . A. Dickerson , Mini s ter. 

Another donation from Calvary Christian Church, Brook
lyn, N. Y. Elder D. L . Kinard, Minister. 

Anoth er donation from Second Chri stian Church, Hager s
t own, Md. Elder W. H. (Baltimore ) Taylor, Minister. 

Anoth e r donation from Emmanuel Christian Church, Ba l
timore, Md . E lder W. H. ( Baltimore ) Taylor, Minister. 

FLOWRR TO THE LIVING 

By ELDER C. H. DICKERSON, 

N. Tazewell, Virginia. 

We would pass the Basket to Baltimore Taylor, whose 
noble work as pastor here in the Hills of Old Virginia, 
when he served so well our church here at North Tazewell 
where we now worship with Elder H. G. Flemming. 

He also served our Bluefield Church, which still thrives. 
This was before he went "Back, Back, Back to to Baltimore" 
and we knew him as that wide awake Christian Preacher 
Elc;ler W. H. Taylor. 

He had wondrously kept the glory in the Taylor Preacher 
·name. 

The whole Brotherhood, White and Black and Yellow and 
Brown loved and revered the name of our own Elder Pres
ton Taylor of Nashville, Tenn. 

He was the first President of our National Convention. 
I had the Task of preaching the first sermon at our first 
National Convention, there at Nashville, Tenn. It was in
deed a thrilling occasion. 

Texas has a Taylor well beloved and "Ole" Kentucky has 
its Taylor. So we see Baltimore Taylor has need of his 
"Baltimore" to save us from so often "which Taylor?" as 
ole Virginia and some other States have Taylors. Perhaps 
none quite so big as our beloved Baltimore Taylor (smile). 

We'd pass the flowers to our ole friend, schoolmate and 
co-laborer in "Ole" Kentucky, Elder T. R. Everett, now 
past three-score-and-ten; our successful minister and good 
pastor at Midway, Ky. By the way, he's again "on the 
Carpet." After he began preaching he attended our old 
Louisville Bible School under those two great and good 
men Prof. A. P . Tompson and Prof. Octavis Singleton, who 
also is worthy of all the flow ers "in the patch ." Prof. 
Singleton still lives and makes men. I still feel the weight 
of his hand on my head when, in old Louisville, Hancock 
Street Christian Church, over forty years ago, he ordained 
me to the- Christian ministry. He is still the young preach
e r's fri end. 

"Give the Flowers to the living, 
Give them now and keep on giving 
Flowers will help them while they live 
Don ' t be stingy freely give." 

- From the Hills of old Virginia. 
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TO-THE-BIBLE 

... alwaysl 

• GRADE~ AND UNIFORM LESSONS 
· by STANDARD 

Standard lessons are as undenominatfonal 
as the Bible itself. The line is complete, too, 
with literature for pupils of all ages, and for 
teachers. Your choice of Closely Graded or 
International Uniform. All Standai·d lessons 
are rich in Bible information and inspiration. 

Write for free information on complete line 
of Uniform helps; also Free Prospectus of 
Standard•s Closely Graded Lessons, stating 
your department. 

A. GILMORE, General Agent 

National Acc"ident and Health Ins. Co. 

of Philadelphia 

931 W. LEXJNG'l'ON R'l'REE'.r BAL'l'IM:ORE, MD, 

Phon e: Gilmor 7256-J 

HOSPITALIZATION an d FIRE INSURANCE 

Tel. : Mad. 3761 Benjamin F . Pblston , Prop. 

Auto Repairs at a Price You Can Bear 

JOE THE FENDER MAN 
FENDERS - DOORS - BODIES 

Our Cash-Carry Plan Saves 

CASH AND CARRY GROCERY 

FRESH MEATS AND GROCERIES 

FRUITS AND VEGETABLES IN SEASON 

Cor. North and Jonathan Streets 

Phone 1966-R 

H11gerstown, Md. 

SOUND SYSTEM RELIGIOUS TALKING 
MOVING PICTURES 

DUAL MICROPHONES AND SPEAKERS 
For Rent \Vith Music to 

CHURCHES - FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS 
QUARTETS - PICNICS - CAMPAIGNS 
ADVERTISING - PARADE WITH MUSIC 

Inside and Outside Service Mounted on a 
Cadillac Sedan 

For Bookings write 
SOUND SYSTEM 

107-40 164th Street, Jamaica, N. Y. 

"\Ve Buy and Sell Second Hanel Furniture 

Bic~'cles, Clothing and Shoes 

LUTHER GREEN 

Repair Broken Furniture - Lathing and Plastering Done 

Cemeting and Paint-ing - Old Walls Made New 

422 LAURENS STREET BALTIMORE, l\ID. 

CITIZEN'S OIL, ICE AND COAL CO. 

J. W. Stanley, Manager 

Service With A Smile 

1307 UPTON STREET BALTIMORE, MD. 

HAVE YOU GIVEN A DONA'I'ION TO 

THE CHRISTIAN INFORMER? 

IF NOT, DO IT TODAY 

Yonr Gift "\Vil Help Make The Christian Informer 
What We Want It To Be 

Phone: Madison 8610-M W. Robinson, Mgr . 

RELIABLE FURNITURE STORE 

NEW AND USED FURNITURE 

BOUGHT AND SOLD All Minor Repairs 

Shop: 532 \ViJson Street Baltimore, Md. 1137 N. Fremont Avenue Baltimot•e, Md. 
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