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‘Unthinkable’: Backer cite

By Zacn Vance
Press Staff Writer
2vance@johnsoncitypress.com

Thursday’s  Johnson City
Commission meeting is expected to be
packed with opponents of Mountain
States Health Alliance and East
Tennessee State University’s pro-
posed addiction treatment clinic at

Gray.
Mountain States and ETSU officials
said Tuesday they haven't decided

MSHA-ETSU METHADONE CLINIC

Partners in proposed
clinic haven’t decided
who will speak before

City Commission

who will speak publicly to the

mmission in_favor of the jointly
operated facility before commis-
sioners vote on rezoning 203 Gray

Commons Circle on second reading. Rhonda Coffey,
ut a joint statement from the col- shown with her

lege and the health care provider said i

they look forward to the meeting: “We son, David,

are committed to seeing this process
through all its steps so we can begin

founded a sup-
port group, The

serving people in need.” Addict’s Family,
While the partners in the planned after David
clinic hadn’t settled on their battle died of an over-
plan, one backer said she will be there dose in 2015.
to voice support before the Conmted/
See CLINIC, Page 2A Rhonda Coffey

TASTE OF JOHNSON CITY

PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

Vote cues
arts center
architect

1t’s expected to be four or five
months before work begins on site

By Gary B. Gra L
Press Staff Writer The state
gray@johnsoncitypress.com architect
Johnson City’s $8 million  approved
investmentinEast Tennessee o
State University’s new per-
forming arts ‘center will details,
nearly double the main audi- o4}
torium’s seating _capacity
and bring the project cost to  know the
$52 million.

The State Building ©nd result
Commission last week  will be an
approved  the facility’s el
expansion, which includes OP€NINgin
an agreement with the city  the spring
that grows the number of (¢ 5019
seats from 635 to a minimum 5
of 1,200. ETSU's budget for  —Jeremy Ross
the new addition has now ETSU chief

See ARCHITECT, Page 7A L]

- Jessica Fuller/
“This is an By Zaow Vianes Actually, this ested inlocal food and bev- oGy s U.S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT
opportunity Press Staff Writer ’ erage establishments. A staple of COLLEGE RANKINGS
ance@pomnsonciypress.com ear’s event . The 3ith annual Taste of Taste of
for them to Whs y Johnson City will be held at .
1y settle for one restau- . fhe Sadmsc City Co Johnson City, ew C ate Or
throwoutan rantwhenyoucansample2s  Wwill Offer iy fomeso wkagpms”  the Johnson g y ’
item they In one place? . “The taste is an evening City Country
. The Johnson  City-  o7ens of s "€ Club decided to 13
might want to  jonesborough-Washington event where ticket holders 02 SE01C 0 amiliar resu t
put on their County Chamber " of |q0q] tasting oo rearcandeniovavariety  'bit last year
+ Commerce is organizing a 10CAl TASUINZ  of food and beverage,” said 2% y
mMeNnu.’ grang sampling event on ... Barbara Mentgen, organizer With Mexican
— Barbara Mentgen  Monday for everyone inter-  OPPOItUNIties Seo TASTE, Page 24 CUISIne.
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Black Flag campaign puts focus on suicide | &=z s

Flags represent yearly U.S. student suicides

to take a shot of the message in

By Tony Casev
Press Staff Writer the middle of all the flags.
teasey@johnsoncitypress.com “O

University’s_campus
the eye of Guro
Tuesday morning.

The Norway native — at

ETSU for two sems

study — pulled out her phone

ver 1,100 college students
A field of 1,100 black flags die by suicide each year,” the
outside of the D.P. Culp Center banner read, a

on East Tennessee State

Black Flag Campaign.

s caught ] ien.
Pus CAuENt ™ Along with the dispiay of the

e Lie  bjack fiags, there will be sev-
eral other events throughout
e ers o the week on ETSU's campus to

See SUICIDE, Page 24

s part of the
school’s participation in the

MILLIGAN COLLEGE —
Milligan College continues

affordability, having been
recently elevated to the
“Master’s Colleges and
Universities” level by the
Carnegie Foundation due to
the college's expanded grad-

s DT g
college students dic by
ach year

o

e coll Johnson Cty Press.
uate offerings. i

Because of the reclassifi- %“H‘g"’“
cation, US. News & World Lollege
Report now ranks the col-  President
lege in a higher category Bill Greer
among the top regional uni- announces
versities in the South, posi- the addition

More than 1,100 black flags, each symbolizing the e k
suicide of a college student, surround a banner on tioned at No. 22 in the maga-  of new

display on the ETSU campus Tuesday. See MILLIGAN, Page 74 degrees.
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“ Our commitment is to improve the quality of our patients’ lives by providing the best audiological care,
with @ promise to never compromise the honesty or integrity of our practice.” -Dr. Daniel R. Schumaier

(2 Dr. Daniel R. Schumaier & Associates

Audiologists

106 East Watauga Avenue, Johnson City, TN. | 423.928.5771 | johnsoncityhearingcenter.com

http://digital .olivesoftware.com/olive/ODE/JohnsonCityPress/

12



9/14/2016

Wednesday, September 14, 2016

Johnson City Press, Wednesday, September 14, 2016 - ActivePaper Daily by Olive Software

From PAGE ONE

Johnson City Press, Page 7A

ARCHITECT

MILLIGAN

From Page 1A

risen from from $40,650,000
to $sz 338,250.

‘With the increased
budget, the architect can
begin design and develop-
ment,” ETSU Chief of Staff
Jeremy Ross said Tuesday.
“We were there, as was City
Manager Pete Peterson. The
state architect approved the
details, and I know the end
result will be an opening in
the spring of 2019.

The university is eligible
to receive $28 million in
funds from the state, should
ETSU allocate $3.5 million
and_raise $10.2 million in
additional matching funds
for the center.

The Johnson  City
Commission approved the
agreement Aug. 4. At that
time, the university had
raised about $8.4 million.
Washington County
Commissioner and former
ETSU President Dr. Paul
Stanton told commissioners
an additional $1 million to
$1.5 million donation was
coming soon.

Ross said the university
has received an additional $1
million and now has $9.4 mil-
lion in matching funds. He
also said an updated con-
struction schedule should be
available in about one week.
Denark Construction and
architect McCarty Holsaple
McCarty, both based in
Knoxville, will work to pre-
pare bid packages.

“It's still going to be four
or five months before you

anything happening out
lhere Peterson said. “But
the state has approved me
city’s investment, and there’s
been a lot of people workmg
on this for along tim

Cif wmmnssnoners voted
3-1inathird attempt tocome
to terms with university offi-

cials on the new structure
that will be built adjacent to
the Millennium Centre off
West State of Franklin Road

o2 Mayor David Tomita

trical and plumbing, HVAC,
fire suppression and other
systems. City officials also
want the arts center and
Millennium Centre to_be

d Cy
Banyas and Jenny Brock
voted for the agreement.
Mayor Clayton Stout, who
has expressed continual con-
cerns over what he felt were
architectural delays and cost
uncertainties, voted against
the move. Commissioner
Ralph Van Brocklin was

absent.

“Tm thrilled that it's hap-
pening,” Van Brocklin said.
“It does sound now that the
architect can be turned
loose. But one of the issues
we've been concerned about
i that the university have a
full accounting of donations.

They are going to have to
have those. fuds on hand,
because the state insists that
all the dollars have to be
there up front.”

Johnson City held a spe-
cial referendum in the 1990s
in which voters were asked
to increase the local sales
tax rate by .25 percent. The
new revenue would have
gone to a city-owned per-
forming arts center, but the
measure failed by a 3-1

The $8 million will come

m the issuance of debt,
paid for with money from
the city’s hotel- motel tax. An
increase in the tax from 5
percent to 7 percent is
bringing in an additional
§560,000 per year. The pro-
jected debt “service pay-
ments are $540,000 per year
over 20 years.

In return for its invest-
ment, the city asked for
increased seating capacity,

restrooms, lobbies  and
public areas, expanded elec-

l)omnl Senior l.lvmg of Johnson City

Honoring God Through Service to Seniors

d Living & Memory Care

Al Inrl\m\z Mnnthlv Rat

mpa: mr
nm\ﬂﬂe armay of in] hnuc: services nnd amesiies

Dominion Senior Li

g of Johnson City

ulzxmb Creek R Joh.mnc.ry~ uz;nm 9001
nJobnsor

Johnson CityPress

ADVANTAGE
REWARDS.

ALL SUBSCRIBERS ARE NOW MEMBERS

It's Football Time in Tennessee!
Register to Win Tickets to the Florida
game on September 24!!

One lucky person will win tickets for two
to the Vols game at Neyland Stadium on
Saturday, September 24! Butch Jones and the
Vols take on the Florida Gators, so sign up
today to win. It’s always a great game when it’s
the Vols!!

Enter Daily through September 15 to win
Florida tickets. Winner notified by email
September 16.

Sign Up Today To Win atwww.jcpressrewards.com !

wwwi,johnsoncitypress.com/advantage
More. Now.

through design or renmova.
tion of the Millennium
Centre.

Johnson City’s total invest-
ment is closer to $10 million.
It includes the $8 mll.hon ror
construction, a
donation tof a counyam
adjacent to the Millennium
Centre, $350,000 for signal-

ization at the mtersecuon of
‘West State of Franklin
and West Harris Drlve
about $150,000 for a storm-
water detention site and $1.5
million provided through the
Washington County Heon.
omic Development Council
and Washington Cmmtv
reement also pro-
vides public aval]ablhly for
a minimum of 20 dates per
year at no cost 1o the eom.
munity and and includes a
Minimum of 10 events per
year targeted for Johnson
ity and surrounding com-
mumues

Like Gary B. Gray on
Facebook at www.facebook.
com/garybgrayjcp. Follow him
on Twitter @ggrayjcpress

From Page 1A

zine’s 2017 “Best Colleges
reporl which was relea
ay. In addmon
M.llllgan ranked No. 4 in the
eat Schools, Great
Pnces” among regional uni-
versities in the South.
Mllllgan has been ranked for
any years among U.S.
News best regional colleges
in the South for quality and
value.

Other recent accolades
include:

« Washington Monthly
named Milligan among the
top 20 master’s universities
in the nation, which exam-
ines what colleges are doing
for their students and the
public good.

* Christian Universities
Online moved Milligan up to

0. 15 in its “SO Best
Christian Colleges and
Universities” ranking for
2017, measuring personal
attention to their students,
selectivity, readily available
financial aid and overall stu-
dent satisfaction.

Lranking  Vanderbilt
University, based on aca-
demic quality, affordability,
admissions and_graduation
rates, retention and the stu-
dent experience.

“Tm deeply honored that
our progress as an institu-
tion, reflected by this new
master 's-leve

centage of need-based schol-
arships and
offset total cost. The higher
the academic quality and the
lower the actual cost, the
better the deal, according to
U'S. News. The college’s ‘A
0ols for B Students”
inclusion was based on the

continues to be recognized in
these recent national rank-
ings,” Milligan President
Bill Greer said. “Milligan
strives for high quality and
affordability, all while cham-
pioning our core values of
scholarstip, community and

Mllllgans “Great Schools,

ices” No. 4 ranking
e basedlonihe college’s ratio
of academic quality to price,
need-based aid and per-

all
and average freshman reten-
tion rate.

The most complete ver-
sion of US. News’ exclusive
new rankings, data, tables

and lists — including exten-
sive statistical profiles for
each school and a search tool
to enable prospective stu-
dents and parents to find the
college that best fits their
needs — is available online
at  www.usnews.com/col-
leges.

We are the Tri-Cities premiere locai

1 By

SN
Rentals

high end, theatrical, im quality, movie repica,
nd

jon for

part-
nering with theatrical make-sp.
HigherEducation.com, [ Wepavesyearoun il tine profesiora st
ranked the college as the No. 'elp find the per 2
2 best four-year college in www.celebraterentals.biz
Tennessee, behind No.

“1 was on the verge of dying.
I am a miracle, as they say.”
Bruce Cocke

423.282.4142 | 3711 Bristol Highway | Johnson (Ity

When every minute counts, you need experience and you need it fast. Mountain States
Health Alliance offers 24,7 stroke treatment at our Certified Primary Stroke Centers.
Johnson City Medical Center offers the most comprehensive

surgical stroke care in the region when
you are suffering from a stroke
orananeurysm.

u -

Brian Mason, MD
Neuroendovascular Surgeon

Jonnson City
MEDICAL CENTER

Mountain States Health Alliance

People. Trust. Experience.

Samuel “Chip” Massey, MD
Neuroendovascular Surgeon

b )
4

)

400 N. State of Franklin Rd. | Johnson City, TN
423-431-6111 | MountainStatesHealth.com/ life-saved
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