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Solidly Republican Washington County’s

GOP gap grows

Vote totals
show county
Republicans

expanding

majority

By NATHAN BAKER
Assistant News Editor
nbaker@johnsonciypress.com
A look at the past four presidential
elections shows Republican voters
strengthening the party’s majority in
some Washington County precincts
as the gap between the GOP and

Democrat, and George W. Bush, a
Republican and soon-to-be next pres-
ident, 14,769 Washington Countian;
voted for Gore and 22,579 voted fo

Bush.

Gore finished that November by
capturing 38.9 percent of the coun-
ty's electorate, while Bush com-
‘manded 59.5 percent, a difference of

in recent Democrats grows. d
5 In the 2000 election between major 206 points between them — a much
elections party candidates Al Gore, a See GAP, Page 7A

Nathan Baker/Johnson City Press.

MILLIGAN COLLEGE SESQUICENTENNIAL
[ ]
. Milligan
) Even w1th 150 years of College
history, Milligan president President Bill
says school’s best days are Greer speaks
during the
Sesqui-
centennial
Plaza
dedication
ceremony.

Merchants
seek bigger
Christmas
footprint

By ToNy Casev Downtown
Press Staff Writer ,
tasey@jomnsonciypresscom  plans don't

In past years, retail, end with
restaurant and music venue
owners in  downtown Sl
Johnson City focusedon
Small Business Sat- f
urday — the day after
Black Friday — to bring
new customers and
increased sales to
their locations. 4

This year, those
merchants, now
under the Johnson
City  Downtown

Association  banner,
are taking a different
approach. ) Tony Casey/
Jnstead of oaking at 2 o Cly Press
single day of sales, in recent
meetings, the merchant col-  Lhe Local
lective has decided to aim Company’s
for the entire first part of goods are
the month of December. from within
Artisans’ Village owner 70 miles of

See CHRISTMAS, Page 24 the city.

Young mom wants
daughter to have a
special Christmas

Hundreds

Zach Vance/Johnson City Press

By Jessica FuLLer

By ZacH Vance buffalo riding in the back of a u
Press Staff Writer Volkswagen Beetle. Hundreds Press Staff Writer
turn out to vanoe@johnsonciypress.com While last year’s homecoming ~ gathered Julerajonnsonciypress com
i parade initiated a year-long 150th Eliza knows a lot about
celebrate - The president may not have Soiversary  celebration, 2ONE hard work.
school’s Saturday’s - Milligan  College SAturday’s spectacle was just one Blowers B She got pregnanlh almohst
: : i " (e¢ in a string of sesquicentennial Boulevard our years ago, when she
history with  Sesqulcentennial homecoming - ecoming events. Soturday for wasstill asophomore inhigh ‘I know
parade,  Despite the breezy weather, umnus J.D. Smith and wife cay school. After giving birth to - what it's
* hundreds of alumni, students, fac. Elsie _Cochran Smith traveled ~the Milligan her daughter, she finished  jike to not
a play, i ; " from Hillsville, Virginia, to their her high school diploma and
ulty and friends huddled around College ed making h have
fireworks Blowers Boulevard to witness the alma mater just to see the 150th ' 2o L Started making lier own way ; )
procession of sports teams, school  anniversary homecoming parade. g a2 leen mom, even though - Christmas.
and more  clubs and, of course, Brutus the See MILLIGAN, Page 24 Parade. Now a certified phleboto- — Eliza
mist, Eliza has her sights set
See MOM, Page 2A
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CHRISTMAS

— al
Tony Casey/Johnson City Press
The Johnson City Downtown Merchants Association has plans to make the
upcoming holiday season a special one, in terms of sales, for the businesses
that operate there.

From Page 1A

Michael Short said once cus-
tomers get their Black

n the end of November, his
business and other mer-
chantsin downtown Johnson
City will have open arm

apen doors for customers
looking for something more
purposeful, unique and local
{0 give as a gt this boliday

SCUThis st going to be a
‘one-and-done’ visit down-
town,” Short said. “We want
itto be a re-occurring expe-
rience. So we're taking ini-
tiative.”

More details are expected
to solidify how a down-
lown focused push will look.

s Woodall, president
of lhe JCDM.A, said he’s been
part of a panel related to
downtown Johnson City that
will decide on activities to
benefit the businesses. In
polling his fellow merchants,
Woodall said working with
downtown-focused organiza-
tions and merchants in cre-
ating several Christmastime
events will equate to better
retail sales.

That means multiple
downlown Johnson  City

The're will be a Christmas
Tree Lighting on Dec. 2 at 5
p.m; the Johnson City
Christmas Parade on Dec. 3,
‘with a Whoville Village com-
munity gathering happening
after the parade; a Dec. 2-3
Ista-crafty event on First
Friday and the following
day; self-guided Downtown
Loft tours on Dec. 6, a
Holiday Stroll; and extended
business hours through the
entire week.

First Fridays are now
organlzed by the JCDMA.

Having recently taken
over “First Friday” events
from the Blue Plum
Organization — which

financial problems after its
festival director was accused
of stealing approximately
X from the organiza-
tion and forging checks —
the downtown merchants
will adhere to the goal of
using these monthly events
to better commerce
‘Woodall likes the all-in for
early December approach,
having heard back from the
merchants about what gen-
erates their best sales.
“That’s the approach we're
going to take,” he said.
JCDMA joins representa-
tives from the Johnson City
Chamber of Commerce, City
Commission, Blue Plum
Organization and Johnson
City Developmenl Authority
in working to make the hol-
iday season special for resi-

dents.

The Washington County
Economic  Development
Council's Dianna Cantler
said Commissioner Jenny
Brock gives a great histor-
ical perspective on how
downtown Johnson City used
to celebrate holidays like
Christmas, and has been
instrumental in guiding the
collection of interested par-
ties toward more fami-
Iy-friendly events that will
ultimately benefit the down-
town economy.

“She grew up in Johnson
City,” Cantler said. “And she
has vivid memories of down-
town, having worked down
here; her sister worked
downtuwn She knows the

istory.”
But berore all of this hap-
December, the
JCDMA will hold its first
offlclal Tirst Friday event on

N one” downtowmbusiness
will be celebrating a per-
sonal milestone, and offering
a deal to its cuslome'rs in
appreciation.

Sara Jane Schmeltzer, one
of the owners of Energy

Fitness 24/7 in downtown
Johnson City, said time flies
by when youre witnessing
the rebirth of the area.

and partner Eric Ruhm will
be embracing the downtown
events to help get the word
out that they'll be cele-
brating their 5-year anniver-
sary with specials for the
peﬂple ‘who sign up for mem-

“Ir‘s getting better every
year,” Schmeltzer said. “We
got into downtown at just the
right moment. We chose
downtown Johnson  City
because we wanted to be in
the heart of the city.”

Heart is what they got, and
their peers are noticing that
heart, t00.

‘Sarah Fagley, owner of the
The Local Company, has had
her business open for much
less time than Schmeltzer's
gym, but likes her timing as
well, as retail business is
beginning to take off. With
Christmas coming, and The
Local Company as a prime
spot for people to buy hand-

artisan

z[iordable cost, Fagley
expects the month of
December to be good to hers
and her peer merchants.
Some of the seasonal gifts
Fagley especially brought in
include long-sleeved shirts,
walking sticks and necklaces
that bear the name of the
place where her business

Even though she occasion-
ally still hears, “I didn’t
know downtown looked like
this” and “we haven't been
downtown here in years,”
Fagley is happy people are
t‘mm].lanzmg themselves

the buzz surrounding
ﬂE businesses at the exact
right time.

Follow Tony Casey on Twitter

@TonyCaseyJCP. Like him on

Facebook at www.facebook.

com/tonycaseyjournalist

AT&T buying Time Warner;
deal could shake media landscape

T Associatep Press

NEW YORK — Grab some
popcorn — AT&T wants to
take you to the movies.

AT&T is buying Time
Warner, the owner of the
Warner Bros. movie studio
as well as HBO and CNN, for
$85.4 billion in a deal that
could shake up the media
landscape.

The acquisition would
combine a telecom giant that
owns a leading ce].lphone
business, DirecTV and
internet service with
company behind some of me
world’s most popular enter-
tainment, including “Game
of Thrones,” the Harry
Potter franchise and profes-
sional basketball. It would be
the latest tie-up between the

wners of digital distribu-

MOM

tion networks — think cable
and phone companies — and
entertainment and news pro-
viders, all aimed at shoring
up businesses upended by
the internet.

The deal would make Time
‘Warner the target of the two
largest  media-company
acquisitions _on  record,
according to Dealogic. The
highest was AOL's disastrous
$94 billion acquisition of
Time Warner at the end of
the dot-com boom.

Regulators would have to
sign off on the deal, no cer-
tain thing. The prospect of
another media giant on the
horizon has already drawn
fire on the campaign trail.
Speaking in Genxsburg,
Pennsylvania, Donald Trum
vowed to Kill it if elected
because it concentrates too

‘much “power in the hands of
too few.”

In Washington, Sen. Al
Franken said the deal “raises
some immediate flags about
consolidation in the media
market” and said he would
press for more information
on how the deal will affect
consumers,

Shares of AT&T, as is typ-
ical of acquirers in large
deals, fell on reports of a
deal in the works on Friday,
endmg the day down 3 per-

Even if the AT&T deal
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MILLIGAN

R

Zach Vance/Johnson City Press
After Saturday’s parade, a festival on Derthick Lawn drew alumni — and
dozens of children bundled up in jackets to slide down large inflatables and
munch on kettle corn.

From Page 1A

“We just came for lunch
today and to see people we
knew,” said J.D. Smith, a
1961 graduate who earned a
degree in music and religion.

“(We came back) just
because of the fact that it
was the 150th. I won't see the
200th, 1 doubt. (We) just
came back to see the campus
and see how much it has
changed in some places and
other places how much it has
not changed.”

The Smiths weren't the
only alumni in town for the
celebration. A host of
Milligan graduates could be
identified by the name tags
they wore bearing their
graduation date.

Directly after the parade,
dozens of children bundled
up in Jacms gathered
around Derthick
slide down large mﬂatzbles
and munch on kettle corn.

College Presldem Blll
Greer joined a
and current S|lldem5 behlnd
the PH. Welshimer Memorial
Library for a dedication of
the space and officially rec-

ognize it as  the
Sesquicentennial Plaza.
Greer said the area has
become popular among stu-
dents to socialize and study,
and since the area did not
have an official title, it was
appropriate to name it after
the college’s 150th year.
“What this has really done
has transformed this space
in to one that is now used by
smdenls all the time,” Greer

Durmg the ceremony,
Greer thanked the S00-plus
alumni who bought bricks
that paved much of the plaza.

Saturday’s  celebration
contmued into the afternoon

with “Forward with Faith:
The Milligan College Story,
an original play written and
directed by  Milligan
alumnus Rosemarie Shields.
The play inside McGlothlin-
Street Theatre highlights
Milligan's history from its
early days to its current

“Ils really humbling and
somewhat overwhelming to
serve as the president at this
point in history, especially as

'SATURDAY MORNING  SATURDAY DAY  SATURDAY NIGHT
DRAWING DI

DRAWING
Cash 3 Cash 3 Cash 3
765 321 298
Cash4 Cash 4 Cash 4
2873 4299 1221

overcame
‘Washington, though, it's p05'
sible that regulators might
sadale the combined com-
pany with so many condi-
uons that the deal no longer
makes sense.

From Page 1A

on alicensed practical nurse
degree from the Tennessee
College  of  Applied
Technology in Elizabethton,
hoping to work with children
one day. But her schooling,
topped with a full-time job
and caring for her 3-year-old
daughter, was beginning to
weigh on her, so Eliza was
forced to quit her only
source of income to_study
and take care of her
daughter.

So Eliza did her best to
wrangle her daughter while
they stood in line at the
Christmas Box sign up in
Carter County earlier this
month. This will be their
second year receiving aid
for Christmas, and Eliza said

her daughter loved every-
thing she got through the
program last year.

At the end of the day, she
just wants something for her
daughter that she dldn’! have
as a child growing up poor.

“It was the worst thing in
the world to wake up on
Christmas and not have
many presents,” she said. “I
know what lls llke to not
‘have Christms

Tor those who Wlsh tohelp,
donations to the Johnson
City Press Christmas Box
may now be made online at
jcpehristmasbox.com or by
mail to PO. Box 1387,
Johnson City, TN

More mrormanon about
the Christmas Box and how
to help can also be obtained

by calling Johnson City
Press_Operations Manager
Ron Tipton at 529-3111, &t

Follow Jessica Fuller on
Twitter @fullerjfa1. Like her on
Facebook at www.facebook.
com/jfuller)CP

SATURDAY
07-14-20-33-04; Hot Ball: 14

FRIDAY
09-11-15-16-32; Cash Ball: 2

€CUEED

SATURDAY
01-28-33-55-56; Powerball: 22

CORRECTIONS
e Johnson City Press strives
for accuracy in all its reports.
Readers who notice factual errors

In the newspaper should cll News
Editor Sam Wetson or Night Edioe
Robert Pierce at 929-311
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we've been able to reflect
over such great leadership,
50 many challenges that the
college has faced and over-
come, (and) so many tri-
umphs that the college has
had over a century and a
half,” Greer said.

“T'm just really excited to
be here at this point in his-
tory when we're looking for-
ward to such a continued
great ru ture. I'm convincet
that our best days are still to

e

The night concluded
accordingly as the sky above
Anglin Field lit up with fire-
works. The homecoming cel-
ebration will conclude today
with a special worship ser-
vice at 9:30 am. in Seeger
Chapel.

Follow Zach Vance on Twitter

@ZachVanceJCP. Like him on

Facebook at facebook.com/

zach.vance
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