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Economist: MSHA, Wellmont
used research ‘inappropriately’

By Zacu Vance
Press Staff Writer

BALLAD HEALTH MERGER PROPOSAL

MSHA vice president says local merger would

ool

A Clemson economist says his
research into hea.lm care cost
implications from the sed
Mountain States Healm Alhance
and Wellmont Health Systems
merger was misrepresented by

the Tennessee Department of
Health dated Nov. 15 — rather
than offer an opinion on whether
the state agency should approve
or deny the merger — Matthew S.
Lewis said research cited by the

Iy’ reduce health care pricing due to COPA

either Mountain States or
Wellmont_experiencing a price
increase due to an out-of-market
acquisi(ion in contrast to the local

Anthony Keck, senior vice pres-

the two systems.

In a public comment letter to

health systems had been used ident

of  Mountain  States, Which s to immediately decrease
“inappropriately” in context to responded to the letter, saying the

merger would “absolutely”
decrease health care pricing, due
to negotiated contractual obliga-
tions and commitments with the
state oversight agencies and
health care payers.
"Because of the commitments
making in the COPA
(Cenn’ncate of Pubhc Advantage),

See RESEARCH, Page 2A

10am.and 2 p.
Minidome.

Live video: www.etsu.edu/reg/
‘graduation/defauit aspx

Judge could put city back in treatment center spotlight

ETSU REMINDER ...
Fall Graduation oeremomss at

m. today at the

B

e

150 years, and the i
the next. Turn to Page 10A for the
story on Milligan’s fall ceremony.

es' (he end-of their
s..and the beginning
the end of Milligan’s

Becky Campbel/Johnson City Press
Family members of Daniel
Henry listen during Friday’s
hearing.

Triple
murder
plea nets
life term

Henry pleads guilty in
deaths of parents, aunt

By Becky CAMPBELL
Press Senior Reporter
jonnsonciypress.com
Daniel Henry had little to say
except to answer a judge’s questions
Friday during a hearing in which he
pleaded gunl(y to killing his parents
and aunt last year as they slept.
Henry, 39, admitted he Kkilled his
father, Robert Henry, his mother,
Melbdy Henry, and his aunt, Barbara
ammonds, then fled to New Orleans
aﬂer he tossed the gun off a bridge
into the Nolichucky River in October
2015. Henry was given an opportu-
See PLEA, Page 24

Martin Auditorium.

Brandon Knorr, left, waits with fellow
& occupational therapy majors for
Milligan College’'s fall graduation cer-
emony to begin Friday. Above, the
scene in Seeger Chapel's Mary B.

Zach Vance/Johnson City Press

JOHNSON CITY
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

Downtown
board lays out
goals for 2017

By NaTHAN BAKER
Asislanl News Editor
nsoncitypress.com
'Dalung ‘amoment toapplaud recent
gains in downtown Johnson City’s

Attorney By Gary B. Gray federal judge to rule other-  Who Is representing the A new dlinic in Gray, | vibrancy, members of the jobmson
) Press Staff Wiiter plaintiffs, including the com-  offering methadone through | City Development Authority turned
calls f()r agray@johnsonatypress.com U S. District Court Judge pany and several Johnson a joint effort between their focus o the future Friday, and
. An Atlanta attorney repre-  Ronnie Greer is expected to  City residents. “After 1,000 Mountain State Health | outlined goals for the board in the
ruling on  senting TriCities Holdings decide in early January people have died of over Alliance and East Tennessee | upcoming year.
Tri-Cities LLC. @ request from which  Whether he willcall for argu- ~ doses, there is finaly one ~ State University, received | At the board's regular monthly
2 to operate an opiate addic- ments. treatment center now. But its Certificate of Need from , Chairman Robert Williams
Holdings’ tion treatment center in _“Idon'tknow why Johnson the need for opiate treat- the state and zoning for the explamed the group’s four core pil-
Johnson City was foiled Cityhas foughtthissohard,” ment centers is much Sit¢ Was approved by the | lars — safety, parking, business
requexf three years ago, is asking a said attorney James Dun]ap, greater than that.” See TREATMENT, Page 2A See GOALS, Page 10A
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Christmas comes once a year but the need is all year long. 1 adress:
A $35 donation will provide a plentiful food box with enough Ve
contents for a traditional holiday dinner and several nther nutritious meals. |
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GOALS

From Page 1A

developmem and program-

new members and

Vaiked through a few dozen

goals set by the body’s

Visioning Committee to
address those areas.

“We developed these cri-
teria, sort of focal points,
and then came up with
actions to help deal with
them,” Williams said to new
members Kelly Grieb, Josh
Mancuso and  Trevol
Tetzlaff. “We had all these in
place, and we wanted to
circle back and revisit these

the
JCDA and Tt statr 1 hqpes to
look at safety and parking
concerns, which some mem-
bers said may be more per-
ception than reali

“Some of the concerns
we've heard on public sur-
veys were dealing with the
transient population down-
town,” he said. “To some, the

appearance is that there is a
homeless problem, but they

1y be tenants of the John
Sevier Center who are just
'walking outside. Some of the
safety percepnons ‘may not
be true, but it's something
we need to look at.”

Williams said increasing
lighting in the breezeways
between the Downtown
Center parking area off
State of Franklin Road and
nearby streets may make
vlsllm‘s feel safer.

meumes ns a hangou(

oorly i
e for e hat shoutd be.s
focus for us, to make it
appear to be safer. Lighting
would help, but there could
be some other areas to look

A trip to Knoxville to talk
with city leaders there about
eless-
ness has been on the JCDA
members’ wish list for a
while, but Williams said it
may jump to the front in the
coming year,

Ticking off another item
on the Visioning Committee’s
list, Tetzlaff suggested area
nonprofits be brought into
the conversation about tran-
sience, to help find aid for
those who need it.

For the second pillar, the

Milligan College graduates listen to one of the speakers at Friday’s ceremony.

Zach Vance/Jonnson City Press

Milligan graduates 104 i in fall ceremony

By Zacu Vance
Press Staff Writer
vance@johnsonaiypress.com

Milligan College graduate
student Brandon Knorr just
couldn’t seem to sleep
Thursday night.

And he l.lkely wasn't the
only one.

Knorr joined 103 other
Milligan ~ students who
walked across the Mary B.
Martin Auditorium stage
Friday evening, shook
Milligan College President
William Greer’s hand and
celebrated another educa-
tional accomplishment.

“I didn’t sleep (Thursday)
night. It was part excitement

d part nerves of just
jumping into a job that really
matters. But it just feels
amazing,” said Knorr, who
earned his master of science
in occupational therapy and
plans to start a job in his
hometown of Knoxville.

“I'm graduating with a
class of just amazing, inno-
vative individuals. Up until
this point, I've been a profes-
sional student and I'm ready
to start my career and get
out there. I've learned so
much here.”

Knorr spoke gleefully, as
did the hundre ther stu-
dents chatting among lhe'm-
selves while they lingered
Seeger Chapel’s hallway
before entering the audito-
rium for the prelude and
invocation.

As Greer began the cere-
‘mony, he highlighted the sig-
nificance or the 2016 fall

hopes the city
planning department _wi
again perform a parking
study downtown to see if
recent efforts have yielded
more available spaces and
more turnover in them.

Included in an upcoming
wayfinding sign push led by
the JCDA will be signs
pointing to public parking.

Williams also mentioned
another initiative often dis-
cussed by the board,
changing the traffic patterns
on Main and Market streets
back to two-way, which City
Commissioner and JCD
member Ralph Van Brocklin
said might face more than a
few roadblocks.

Under the business devel-
opment pillar, the board
hopes to encourage building
owners to eliminate blight
b encouragmg city staff to
address cod

rogrammm

Kelll R. Wills receives her degree during

Milligan’s graduation ceremony.

s: Friday was
the rma1 rlay or Milligan's
year-lon; “C as you
Telebration. know, isn't just the end of

“So tomorrow, Dec. 10,
marks the first day of our
next 150 years,” Greer said.

that portion of your educa-
tion that has taken place at
Milligan. It's also an end to

Supreme Court will hear
Tennessee forfeiture case

THe AssociaTep PRress

WASHINGTON — The
Supreme Court will decide
‘whether a Tennessee man
convicted for his role selling
iodine water purification fil-
ters to methamphetamine
makers can be required to
forfeit nearly $70,000 in
profits.

The justices said Friday
they will hear an appeal

m Terry Honeycutt, who

filters at his brother’s
Chattanooga hardware store.
Prosecutors said police
‘warned the brothers that the
iodine was used by local
meth cooks.

Honeycutt's  brother
pleaded guilty and agreed to
forfeit $200,000 of the

70,000 in profits.

But Terry Honeycutt

argued that he shouldn’t
have to forfeit the rest since
he didn't personally see any

pillar, Wil iams  sai helped sell more than 20,000
County

Economic ~ Development

Council Downtown

Development  Manager
Dianna Cantler, a liaison to
the JCDA, has ‘made tremen-
dous progress by initiating
concerts in Founders Park.
One goal for the coming
year is to work with down:
town merchants to reinstate
the Main Street designation,
which was allowed to lapse
five years ago because the

ities authority on emergenc
pet care since 1994

~ Emergency is all we do —

an important
time when you have formed
new friendships, you've
faced and overcome chal-
lenges you didn't think you

Celia Pless above, and
Garrett McDonald

below, were fall com-
mencement speakers.

could overcome.

Milligan's December grad-
uates included 43 under-
graduate students and 61
graduate students.

Of those were: nine bach-
elor of arts graduates, 27
bachelor of science gradu-
ates, seven bachelor of sci-
ence in nursing graduates,
12 master of business admin-
istration graduates, eight
master of education’ gradu-
ates, 10 master of science in
counseling graduates and 31
‘master of science in occups-
tional therapy graduat

Of the bachelor’s degree
recipients, 24 are Adult
Degree Completion Program
students.

Friday also continued
Milligan’s recent tradition of
including more student
engagement in its com-
mencement  ceremonies
through scripture readings
and prayer.

Graduate  Grace A.
Moorhouse read scripture
from Deuteronomy while
Matthew T. Samples led the
benediction.

Graduates Celia K. Pless
and tt cDonald
were chosen to speak on
behalf of the fall graduating
class

e are departing as dif-
ferent people than we were
‘when we arrived,” Pless said
during her speech.

“I have to believe that
while we have gained a great
deal of knowledge, what
changed us the most was the
people we encountered.
Those who helped us grow,
those who imparted wisdom
and those who shared their
hearts with us.”

Riley Prickett and Erin
Raines provided —music
during the ceremony.

Follow Zach Vance on Twitter

@ZachVanceJCP. Like him on

Facebook at facebook.com/

zach.vance

Howee foe Clusisbivias Celebintivn

Dec.9& 10 at7 pm
Dec. 11 at5 pm

If your pet needs help
after hours let us put our
experience to work for you.

program didn’t bring many
concrete benefits.

Cantler said Tennessee
Gov. Bill Haslam has since
increased funding to the pro-
gram, and now the designa-
tion brings financial benefits
to communities.

Sweet snacks, warm beverages, children caroling and a performance
from our orchestra and choir. Celebrate with us the coming of
Christmas. No ticket required. Child care provided for ages 3 and under.

Chwisbuas. Eue Semices

Dec.23 at 6 pm
Dec. 24 at 3 pm, 4:30 pm, 6 pm

Drive Through

Weall long fora true home to be welcomed and accepted, to be known
and loved. You have a home with us in the presence of Jesus this
Christmas Eve. Child care provided for ages 3 and under.

11™ - Between 6-8 PM First Christian Church

Sunday, Dec. 25 - 10am
Chiiscmas Day Worship

Boones Creek Christian Church
305 Chr n C
(Beside Johnson City
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