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Abstract:

This collection of papers includes vast amounts of correspondence of Josephus (1843-1935) and Sarah
Eleanor LaRue (1846-1935) Hopwood, the couple integral to shaping Milligan into a college. Also
included in the collection are a few artifacts belonging to the Hopwoods.

Biographical Note:

Josephus Hopwood was born on April 18, 1843 in Kentucky, the son of William C. Hopwood and
Permillia (Fox) Hopwood. After his father died of cholera in 1849, the family moved to Illinois in 1853.
Sarah Eleanor LaRue Hopwood was born on October 20, 1846, the daughter of Jesse Vardeman LaRue
and Letitia Hardin LaRue, in Kentucky. After moving to Mexico, Missouri, Sarah attended Audrain
Christian Seminary (Hardin College). In 1861, Josephus Hopwood enlisted in Company L of the Seventh
Illinois Cavalry and served until 1864, when he was discharged. He met Sarah LaRue in Missouri, where
he was working in 1865-1866. Hopwood attended college from 1867-1873 at Abingdon College (now
part of Eureka College). He then studied at Kentucky University (formerly Bacon College and eventually
subsumed into Transylvania University) and went to work at a school in Sneedville, Tennessee. On
August 19, 1874, Josephus Hopwood and Sarah LaRue were married. In 1875, the Hopwoods came to
Buffalo Male and Female Institute, which then became Milligan College in 1882. Sarah LaRue Hopwood
taught several subjects at Milligan. Josephus Hopwood was president of the Institute and then College
from 1875-1903. He ran on the Prohibition Party ticket for governor of Tennessee in 1896, but he did not
win election. The Hopwoods opened Virginia Christian College (now Lynchburg University) in 1903,
which Josephus was president of until 1911. In 1911, they opened Lamar College (now defunct) in
Georgia. They returned to Milligan College in 1915, where Josephus became president again until Henry
Derthick became president in 1917. The Hopwoods briefly ministered in Eustis, Florida, and also founded



Mountain Industrial Institute (now Mountain Mission School) in Grundy, Virginia. Josephus died on
January 29, 1935, in Tennessee. Sarah died shortly after Josephus on April 23, 1935. Both are buried in
Happy Valley Cemetery in Elizabethton, Tennessee.

References

findagrave.com/memorial/71886061/josephus-hopwood
findagrave.com/memorial/99046582/sarah-eleanor-hopwood

A Journey Through the Years: An Autobiography by Josephus Hopwood, 1932.

Scholarship, Community, Faith: Milligan Celebrates 150 Years by Clinton J. Holloway with Dr. A. Lee
Fierbaugh, Introduction by Dr. William B. Greer, 2015.

Wikipedia.org/wiki/Transylvania_University

Arrangement:

When found, the boxes of Hopwood Correspondence presumably had no distinguishable order to them.
According to the November 25, 1955 issue of the Stampede, the materials included Josephus Hopwood’s
tie, copies of his autobiography, photographs, Josephus’ death certificate and honorary degrees along with
the correspondence. The correspondence was cleaned up, reboxed, and stored in the library. It is unclear
what kind of reorganization or weeding was done at that time. Certainly the 75 copies of Josephus’
autobiography were removed - some of the copies were incorporated into the library’s book collection -
and the photographs were taken out. There is good reason to believe that materials separated from the
correspondence were later gathered together and given the name “Hopwood II Collection.” In the 1970s,
Dr. Tim Dillon (then a student at Milligan), sorted the correspondence chronologically, foldered, labeled,
and stored it in vertical files. The materials are in relatively sound condition. Some letters have been
placed in Mylar and some have had metal fasteners removed, but at this point, little preservation or
restorative work has been done. In the late 1990s an indexing/summarization project began to note the
names of senders and recipients of each letter, as well as its basic contents and any events or names that
might be mentioned in the body of the correspondence. What has been finished of this project is available
by request. In 2022, University Archivist Katherine Banks removed the correspondence from the vertical
files and placed the contents into archival quality boxes. Student assistant Grayce Wise typed up the
folder list.

The collection has been divided into two series, 1. Series: General Correspondence, 1868-1936, undated
and II. Series: Artifacts, 1864-1915, undated.

Scope and Content Note:
The papers of Josephus Hopwood are organized into two series: General Correspondence and Artifacts.

The General Correspondence series spans 1868-1936 and contains undated material. In this series is
correspondence that Josephus and Sarah LaRue Hopwood sent and received.

The Artifacts series spans 1864-1915 and contains undated material. This series has a fragment of the
legendary Hopwood tree, journals belonging to the Hopwoods, and a program book from the Disciples of
Christ Centennial Convention that belonged to Josephus Hopwood.

Administrative Information
Acquisition Information
Accession 01-04-2007

Note: There was no accession year available when this collection was processed, therefore the year when
processing started is used for the accession record.



The Hopwood Tree fragment came from John Derry. The Centennial Convention program came from
Clint Holloway via a granddaughter of a friend of Josephus Hopwood. The Journals were sent to
Archivist Billie Oakes on 12-17-1993 by Paul Brown, Sr. A stack of index cards indexing the
correspondence and copies of correspondence with Burleson were removed.

Access Restrictions:
Collection is open for research.

The archivist reserves the right to determine on a case-by-case basis if certain folders within the collection
that have been requested for viewing cannot be made available due to various restriction compliance,
including but not limited to student information, private personal information, and organizational
information of a restricted nature.

Preferred Citation
[Item], Josephus and Sarah Eleanor LaRue Hopwood papers, Collection C0033, The Holloway Archives
at Milligan University, Milligan, TN.
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General Correspondence, January 2-16, 1894
General Correspondence, January 18-29, 1894
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General Correspondence, October 8-14, 1906
General Correspondence, October 15-20, 1906
General Correspondence, October 22-31, 1906
General Correspondence, November 1-9, 1906
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General Correspondence, December 18-24, 1906
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General Correspondence, February 15-23, 1908
General Correspondence, February 24-29, 1908
General Correspondence, March 1-9, 1908
General Correspondence, March 10-17, 1908
General Correspondence, March 18-23, 1908
General Correspondence, March 24-31, 1908
General Correspondence, April 1-14, 1908
General Correspondence, April 15-20, 1908
General Correspondence, April 21-30, 1908
General Correspondence, May 1-10, 1908
General Correspondence, May 11-15, 1908
General Correspondence, May 16-21, 1908
General Correspondence, May 22-30, 1908
General Correspondence, June 1-2, 1908
General Correspondence, June 3-7, 1908
General Correspondence, June 8-11, 1908
General Correspondence, June 12-14, 1908
General Correspondence, June 15-17, 1908
General Correspondence, June 18-21, 1908
General Correspondence, June 22-25, 1908
General Correspondence, June 26-30, 1908
General Correspondence, July 1-9, 1908
General Correspondence, July 10-13, 1908
General Correspondence, July 14-18, 1908
General Correspondence, July 19-23, 1908
General Correspondence, July 24-31, 1908
General Correspondence, August 1-7, 1908
General Correspondence, August 8-11, 1908
General Correspondence, August 11-16, 1908
General Correspondence, August 17-20, 1908
General Correspondence, August 21-27, 1908
General Correspondence, August 28-31, 1908
General Correspondence, September 1-5, 1908
General Correspondence, September 6-8, 1908
General Correspondence, September 9-11, 1908
General Correspondence, September 12-15, 1908
General Correspondence, September 16-21, 1908
General Correspondence, September 22-26, 1908
General Correspondence, September 27-30, 1908
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Box 12

General Correspondence, October 1-14, 1908
General Correspondence, October 15-19, 1908
General Correspondence, October 20-23, 1908
General Correspondence, October 24-31, 1908
General Correspondence, November 1908
General Correspondence, December 1-14, 1908
General Correspondence, December 16-21, 1908
General Correspondence, December 22-31, 1908
General Correspondence, Undated, 1909
General Correspondence, January 1-9, 1909
General Correspondence, January 11-13, 1909
General Correspondence, January 14-18, 1909
General Correspondence, January 19-31, 1909

General Correspondence, February 2-9, 1909
General Correspondence, February 10-19, 1909
General Correspondence, February 20-28, 1909
General Correspondence, March 1-5, 1909
General Correspondence, March 6-12, 1909
General Correspondence, March 13-22, 1909
General Correspondence, March 23-31, 1909
General Correspondence, April 1-8, 1909
General Correspondence, April 9-17, 1909
General Correspondence, April 20-30, 1909
General Correspondence, May 1-13, 1909
General Correspondence, May 14-18, 1909
General Correspondence, May 19-31, 1909
General Correspondence, June 1-6, 1909
General Correspondence, June 7-10, 1909
General Correspondence, June 11-15, 1909
General Correspondence, June 16-19, 1909
General Correspondence, June 20-21, 1909
General Correspondence, June 22-30, 1909
General Correspondence, July 1-5, 1909
General Correspondence, July 6-10, 1909
General Correspondence, July 12-18, 1909
General Correspondence, July 19-25, 1909
General Correspondence, July 26-28, 1909
General Correspondence, July 29-31, 1909
General Correspondence, August 1-4, 1909
General Correspondence, August 5-8, 1909
General Correspondence, August 9-12, 1909
General Correspondence, August 13-17, 1909
General Correspondence, August 18-21, 1909
General Correspondence, August 22-25, 1909
General Correspondence, August 26-31, 1909
General Correspondence, September 1-4, 1909
General Correspondence, September 5-8, 1909
General Correspondence, September 9-13, 1909
General Correspondence, September 14-20, 1909
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Box 13

General Correspondence, September 21-25, 1909
General Correspondence, September 27-30, 1909
General Correspondence, October 1-6, 1909
General Correspondence, October 7-30, 1909
General Correspondence, November 1-15, 1909
General Correspondence, November 16-30, 1909
General Correspondence, December 1-10, 1909
General Correspondence, December 11-21, 1909
General Correspondence, December 22-31, 1909
General Correspondence, Undated, 1910

General Correspondence, January 1-12, 1910
General Correspondence, January 13-24, 1910
General Correspondence, January 25-31, 1910
General Correspondence, February-April 1910
General Correspondence, May-June 1910
General Correspondence, July 1910

General Correspondence, August 1-14, 1910
General Correspondence, August 15-19, 1910
General Correspondence, August 22-31, 1910

General Correspondence, September 1910
General Correspondence, October 1910

General Correspondence, November 1910
General Correspondence, December 1910
General Correspondence, January 1-10, 1911
General Correspondence, January 11-19, 1911
General Correspondence, January 21-24, 1911
General Correspondence, January 25-31, 1911
General Correspondence, February 1-8, 1911
General Correspondence, February 9-16, 1911
General Correspondence, February 18-25, 1911
General Correspondence, March 1-10, 1911
General Correspondence, March 11-19, 1911
General Correspondence, March 21-31, 1911
General Correspondence, April 1-8, 1911
General Correspondence, April 11-19, 1911
General Correspondence, April 20-28, 1911
General Correspondence, May 1-8, 1911
General Correspondence, May 11-30, 1911
General Correspondence, June 2-18, 1911
General Correspondence, June 20-30, 1911
General Correspondence, July 3-26, 1911
General Correspondence, August 2-31, 1911
General Correspondence, September 2-9, 1911
General Correspondence, September 11-22, 1911
General Correspondence, September 23-30, 1911
General Correspondence, October 1-30, 1911
General Correspondence, November 2-16, 1911
General Correspondence, December 3-18, 1911
General Correspondence, December 19-29, 1911
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Box 14

General Correspondence, January 1912
General Correspondence, February 1-16, 1912
General Correspondence, February 23-28, 1912
General Correspondence, March 1912
General Correspondence, April 1912

General Correspondence, May 1-14, 1912
General Correspondence, May 15-30, 1912
General Correspondence, June 1912

General Correspondence, July 1-17, 1912
General Correspondence, July 18-31, 1912
General Correspondence, August 1-13, 1912
General Correspondence, August 17-31, 1912
General Correspondence, September 1912
General Correspondence, October 1912
General Correspondence, November 1912
General Correspondence, December 1912

General Correspondence, January 1913

General Correspondence, February 1913
General Correspondence, March 1-10, 1913
General Correspondence, March 11-31, 1913
General Correspondence, April 1913

General Correspondence, May 1913

General Correspondence, June 1-12, 1913
General Correspondence, June 14-30, 1913
General Correspondence, July 1913

General Correspondence, August 1-18, 1913
General Correspondence, August 20-30, 1913
General Correspondence, September 1-13, 1913
General Correspondence, September 14-28, 1913
General Correspondence, October 1-19, 1913
General Correspondence, October 20-31, 1913
General Correspondence, November 1913
General Correspondence, December 1-13, 1913
General Correspondence, December 14-22, 1913
General Correspondence, December 23-30, 1913
General Correspondence, January 1-13, 1914
General Correspondence, January 14-29, 1914
General Correspondence, February 2-17, 1914
General Correspondence, February 18-27, 1914
General Correspondence, March 2-15, 1914
General Correspondence, March 16-31, 1914
General Correspondence, April 4-19, 1914
General Correspondence, April 20-29, 1914
General Correspondence, May 1-13, 1914
General Correspondence, May 15-30, 1914
General Correspondence, June 1-14, 1914
General Correspondence, June 16-29, 1914
General Correspondence, July 1-12, 1914
General Correspondence, July 13-29, 1914
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General Correspondence, August 1914

General Correspondence, September 1914
General Correspondence, October 1914
General Correspondence, November 1914
General Correspondence, December 1914
General Correspondence, January 1-11, 1915
General Correspondence, January 13-27, 1915
General Correspondence, February 1915
General Correspondence, March1-15, 1915
General Correspondence, March 20-31, 1915
General Correspondence, April 1915

General Correspondence, May 1915

General Correspondence, June 1-7, 1915
General Correspondence, June 8-14, 1915
General Correspondence, June 15-25, 1915
General Correspondence, June 27-30, 1915
General Correspondence, July 1-18, 1915
General Correspondence, July 20-28, 1915
General Correspondence, August 1915

General Correspondence, September 1915
General Correspondence, October 3-17, 1915
General Correspondence, October 25-31, 1915
General Correspondence, November 1915
General Correspondence, December 1-12, 1915
General Correspondence, December 13-31, 1915
General Correspondence, Undated, 1915
General Correspondence, January 1916

General Correspondence, February 1916
General Correspondence, March 1916

General Correspondence, April 1916

General Correspondence, May 1916

General Correspondence, June 1916

General Correspondence, July 2-18, 1916
General Correspondence, July 20-26, 1916
General Correspondence, August 1916

General Correspondence, September-November 1916
General Correspondence, December 1-19, 1916

Box 15
General Correspondence, December 20-31, 1916
General Correspondence, Undated, 1916
General Correspondence, January 1917
General Correspondence, February 1917
General Correspondence, March 1-17, 1917
General Correspondence, March 18-30, 1917
General Correspondence, April 3-9, 1917
General Correspondence, April 11-28, 1917
General Correspondence, May 2-4, 1917
General Correspondence, May 5-10, 1917
General Correspondence, May 14-29, 1917
General Correspondence, June 1917
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General Correspondence, July 1917

General Correspondence, August-September 1917
General Correspondence, October 1917
General Correspondence, November 1917
General Correspondence, December 1917
General Correspondence, Undated, 1917
General Correspondence, January 1918

General Correspondence, February 1918
General Correspondence, March 1918

General Correspondence, April 1918

General Correspondence, May 1918

General Correspondence, June 1918

General Correspondence, July 1918

General Correspondence, August 1918

General Correspondence, September 1918
General Correspondence, October 1-15, 1918
General Correspondence, October 15-28, 1918
General Correspondence, November 1918
General Correspondence, December 1918
General Correspondence, January 1-7, 1919
General Correspondence, January 9-22, 1919
General Correspondence, January 25-31, 1919
General Correspondence, February 1919
General Correspondence, March 3-15, 1919
General Correspondence, March 16-24, 1919
General Correspondence, March 25-31, 1919
General Correspondence, April 1919

General Correspondence, May 1919

General Correspondence, June 1919

General Correspondence, July-August 1919
General Correspondence, September 1-18, 1919
General Correspondence, September 21-29, 1919
General Correspondence, October 1919
General Correspondence, November 1-10, 1919
General Correspondence, November 22-28, 1919
General Correspondence, December 1919
General Correspondence, January-June 1920
General Correspondence, July 1920

General Correspondence, August 1920

General Correspondence, September 1920
General Correspondence, October 1920
General Correspondence, November 1920
General Correspondence, December 1-16, 1920
General Correspondence, December 20-30, 1920
General Correspondence, January 1921

General Correspondence, February 1-14, 1921
General Correspondence, February 16-28, 1921
General Correspondence, March 1-12, 1921
General Correspondence, March 14-31, 1921
General Correspondence, April 1921

General Correspondence, May 1921
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General Correspondence, June 1921

General Correspondence, July 1921

General Correspondence, August 1921
General Correspondence, September 1921
General Correspondence, October 1-12, 1921
General Correspondence, October 13-31, 1921
General Correspondence, November 1921

Box 16
General Correspondence, December 1-12, 1921
General Correspondence, December 13-31, 1921
General Correspondence, January 1922
General Correspondence, February 1922
General Correspondence, March 1922
General Correspondence, April-July 1922
General Correspondence, August-September 1922
General Correspondence, October-November 1922
General Correspondence, December 1922
General Correspondence, December (Christmas) 1922
General Correspondence, January 1923
General Correspondence, February 2-9, 1923
General Correspondence, February 13-27, 1923
General Correspondence, March 1923
General Correspondence, April 1-13, 1923
General Correspondence, April 15-27, 1923
General Correspondence, May 1-17, 1923
General Correspondence, May 20-28, 1923
General Correspondence, June 1923
General Correspondence, July 1-12, 1923
General Correspondence, July 13-18, 1923
General Correspondence, July 19-31, 1923
General Correspondence, August-December 1923
General Correspondence, Undated, 1923
General Correspondence, January-February 1924
General Correspondence, March 1924
General Correspondence, April 1924
General Correspondence, June-December 1924
General Correspondence, January-February 1925
General Correspondence, March 1925
General Correspondence, April 1925
General Correspondence, May-September 1925
General Correspondence, October-December 1925
General Correspondence, January-March 1926
General Correspondence, April-May 1926
General Correspondence, June-September 1926
General Correspondence, October-December 1926
General Correspondence, January-March 1927
General Correspondence, April-June 1927
General Correspondence, July-December 1927
General Correspondence, 1928-1929
General Correspondence, 1930
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General Correspondence, 1931

General Correspondence, January-May 1932
General Correspondence, July-December 1932
General Correspondence, January-June 1933
General Correspondence, August-September 1933
General Correspondence, October-November 1933
General Correspondence, December 1933
General Correspondence, 1934

General Correspondence, January 1935

General Correspondence, February 1-7, 1935
General Correspondence, February 8-16, 1935
General Correspondence, February 17-28, 1935
General Correspondence, March 1935

General Correspondence, April-July 1935
General Correspondence, Feb Class Roster, 1936

Box 17 I1. Series: Artifacts, 1864-1915, undated
Two journals belonging to Josephus Hopwood, 1864, undated
Program of the International Centennial Celebration and Conventions of the Disciples of
Christ (Christian Churches), 1909
Daily calendar book of Sarah LaRue Hopwood, 1915
Fragments of original Hopwood Tree, undated
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