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....... ................... City ... _ 

Wesr Main Street Cbristlan Cburcb, 246 W. Main 81., Is Ille oldest cbarcb balldl111 stlU staadlnr In lbe city. 

Midtown churches among city's oldest 
•r--•-­Pr ... stattWr11er 
lfWtwC"' .. h~dbp ... CC!lft 

The churcbet in doWDtCJIWI. 
Johnson City all a;rew trom 
bumble~np. 

w~&t 1r1a'1:'br.:!!f1 J::r:a 
Cburcb. Downtown CbrislJ.ao 
Olurch and Munsev Memorial 
Uuited lletbodl61 Cburcb are ~:3= ~ t~~~::c..: 
eacb were started wttbfn a per1(ld 
of1'M)yoar1. 

On Aprll 2J, lMI, a~ot ll 
people wbo bad "- lo• 
&<hool bolae ort111111Ud st 
Prubyterlon Chun:h. lClS South --· ('.onstructton on tbe church 
bepo 111 mo and by rau ot 1872, 
Johnloo City bad lu flnl cbun:h 
buildUJi. Acoordblf to church 
.,,,:c,r<b, F1nt Presbyt«IU di®' 
baw a ru11-11me paamr throuct,oul 
its ri.nt 20 ye&rl. 

Rev. J.C. CoQ.'aD became tbe 
church'& fint tuU..fime pastor In 
1889, arowlllf !be coorroratklll 
and mllklllf !be first Improve­
menu to the b.U4lllf llltlf. 

Ia 1955. a new aaoc1uary wos 
complelOd and an.r dllcusslOM 
abollt rdocbrin& the church ia 
another secrloo of tbe city, a decl· 
aioD ,.... lll8llt to kDep Jlnl 
Presbyterian as an active aud 
ill0"1ll¥ pan ~ Ibo doWntown 
corumunltJ. 

Wbdber lt'1 lbrou&t> support or 
J8 nllsskln&a1es who x"e all 
over the l''C:rid or worklnK locally 
•itb we of the many mlsldons In 
the attA, Flnl Presbytman ba• 
always been commlttod lo servtn¥ 
people through ml..ton -.-.rt. 

Rev. l..ol1ll tmsaAde serves as 
First PrabyteriAD'J currea.t 
pastor 

\\'bile Finl l'rub)1<riao bold• 
tb• dl511Dctloa or 11avm1 tilt nrst 

:::,ch r~l/:lnL~,•~i,\"iZ; 
Churcb. 2-16 -. MAID Stred, 
bolds a place oo lbt NAt1ooal 
Relllstry or Hlolortc Placu as the 
oldeSt church buildiof and school 

oog,dl•r~~,::1n\i~.1::;tl'. 
respected black pby!idan, pur­
cba...i tile property from Henry 
Jobuoo . wllo loonded Johnson 
City ta 1856. Both men were 
beovt~• lnVoloed In the develop· 
menr of me city. 

Accordlllf to city hlstortans. 
IIAIWI became an ordained aw,. 
Isler by Boones Creek C'hrlsUan 
OJurcb lo l'd>rUUT l!Wi wllll UJe 
primary purpose or .,..,.lldlZJllf 
rwm.1y treed slm/t!&. 

Aftff' e.srabLLvtlnc a number or 
cbun:bes lo tbe ...... Hanbl sec hi, •IIP'II oe lb< Maio Stred 
propaty and bePA the Colom! 

Cbrtltion Churdl. 
1becburcbacteda:scboolbowe 

f<r black .,udeuts, wllb l.anll'lcn 
Hip SCbool 111"1>Wioi our or that 
ministry. 

City b.15{odlns said tbe cburcb'a 
DUl<d was chan!INI to West Main 
StTeet OUi.stiAD Cburcb some• 
time lo the lat• IBa>s. 

1be cburcb 19 stW wry octl\-e 
loda.y ud otrera the Loaves ud 
l'llbes meal pNJCTIID en Saturday 
afttttlOODL 

Oowatnwn Cbrlsllln Church's 
bJsCDrr dates back to rbe Hrly 
daft or !be Scace Hill S<bool 
oolldlna, where tbe church man­
hen met from 1872 unUl 1879. 
lbe churcb, located at Jl5 EMt 
Malo s,...... WU orpnlud 00 
Nov. 12, 1871. by• small il'O<JP or 
who mer lo th• bome or William 
Hyter Youn& under Ibo name or 
Flnt Chrlst1al1 Church. 

Alter meeting In the SC:btd. 
construcuoo oo. rhe churcb·s .nrst 
oolldlng ""'""· located nmr the 

t':t~,:eD:~ ~~~ 
tts doors Dec. l. 1879. William C. 
Mauptn, or the Boones C'red< 
area, acted os tbe first pa,tc,r or 
First C'hrlsUu Churcb. 

fbUOWtar • nre lo 19M 11111 
deSlrOf<d !be cburch's orlilnal 
oolldlllf, th< conarep tloo bei,an 
Ol<dln, lo at Jobe• Open House, 
,11.lch ,ms located at tbc corne.r 
or Main and SprioK stniera. A 
year lltu. a orw bUildlnr wu 
comtn,cted at the preseat stte. 

Acmrdiof ID chun:h re<Wdl. lo 
1971, tbe members of First 
Cbrlatlao Cbun:b Km" coooen>ed 
regardlna lhe new r~eral 

~~:x .~:10= ~: ,..,,lllf !bill It -.Id joopanlllle 
tbe propeny or the dlurch. 1be 
members made tbe decbton to 
build a aew buildlov lD north 
Jollmon cur lllal bad "- pur­
cha"'1 ta Ille l9SOs between Roon 
Sl:rfft and Mountcastle Drtve. 

Altboueh I new location WIii 
under C001tructton.1 small p,:,up 
or 1he church's coD¥feptloo 
madetbe declsloo to , .. , lodOWD· 
town .lolul.,oo C'lty, creatlnl 
Downtown Chrlst&an t'burch Ln 
l m , While !be ..... locatioo 
adopted the orlalnol nune or tbe 
church. 

1be cburch has bad .uoo1 Uea 
10MlllipnCollejJeandEmmanuel 
School "'IW1glon Oftr the yean. 
Dr. W. Edward Fine bas served 11 
the church's pastor alnce 200). 

A, b-were IIJO\'Ul¥0Ut 
or dewntown JoblUon City QDd 
lllto Ill< north sido or the city, the 
con,rerntlonorMunseyMemorlal 
U1~ted Metb>dl.sl Cbw·ch bad ID 

:c~t:::f!!~~n;; 
as a part or the downtown com-

• See Cltla-. Pqe 7H 

Tbr lllekln, Pot Is one of the maay services orrered by 
Munsey Memorial United Methodist Church. 
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