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Dr. Read comments on two-year old humanities program

STAMPEDE:  Now that the
Humanlitles pjogram Is In
second year of operatton, do
you feel that it accomplishing
what it was designed to da?

Dr. Read: Not yet, How=~
ever, | da feel that in a num«-
ber of areas we have made
significant progress. Wehave,
for example, exliminated some
of our worst errors of last
year; and | think we generally
have a better sense of what
we are trying ta do.

STAMPEDE: Do you feel
that the student reaction Is
better?

Dr. Read: That is somewhat
difficult to determine. Last
year, because we nceded in-
formation rapidly we were
probably more open and more
willing to listen to criticlsm.

In tact, we asked for it. This
year, this has not beenastrue.
There has not been as much
criticism, but then again we
have not been as open to It.

STAMPEDE: It has been
suggested by some that the
program is stedy and certain-
ly not as innovative as a num=-
ber of programs of a simlilar
nature,

Dr Read: Actually, ftlsa
rather conservative program. |
may as well confess at this
polnt, despite the fact that it
will endanger my {mage
as campus radlcal, that on
educatlonal matters | tend
more and mare to side with
old-line conservatives like
Russel Kirk, [t is a great
temptation to institute a pro=
gram that emphaslzed only

INTERVIEW PRESSURE -- Dr. Ira Read, chalrman of the
humanities program, proved to be no stool pigeonas a STAMPEDE
reporter asked him a few inquiring questions about his department,
His answers were Incisive; neither is he a sitting duck,

contemporary  events  and
ideas, On the other hand,
there is really only so much
a person can say about des-
pair and alienation.

The problems of race, war,
environmental quality,and stu-
dent unrest are vital questions
in aur generatlon and they will
be treated In the fourth semes~
ter of the program, hut there
ts only so much that can be
said that has any real mean-
ing. One can talk and read
about ghettos for years, but
the more you study the more
you begin to get back to some
of the baslc questions that have
puzzled men for centurles,
such as the relatlon of man
and nature, the nature of man,
the nature of God, the ideal
soclety, and all of the other
great {ssues,

After all, the question of
man’s relationshlp to soclety,
for example, is faced by Anti-
gone, Socrates, Jesus Christ,
Martin  Luther, Sir Thomas
More, and a host of others that
are studied in the first two
semesters,

STAMPEDE;  Are grades
really so low in Hua
really so low in Humanities
as one hears?

Dr. Read: Theaverage grade
for a freshman at a qualify
school Is about 1.6, ours was
about the same, At the sopho-
more level, the average Is
about 2.0, ours is slightly high-
er.

STAMPEDE: Have the stu-
dents really Improved in the
Humanities program and how
would you compare this ta im-
provement under the old pro-
gram?

Dr. Read: The improve-
ment has been great, collecti-
vely and individually. 1 can-
not really make a comparison
to the old program, since [
am new to the school, but we
have had assurances f{rom
some quarters that the present
program Sseems to be doing
a better job.

STAMPEDE: What changes
do you think you will be mak-
ing in the Humanitles program?

Dr. Read: Theoretically, {
only implement stalf dectsions,
but my guess is that there
will be no major changes for

next year. We will be chang~
ing some books, partly be-
cause the staff gets bored us=
ing the same books year after
year, partly because we f{ind
better  books, and partly
because we make some mis-
For example, becausea
stupld mistake on my part, we
failed to emphasize sufficlently
Dostoyevsky's, The Brothers
Karamazov,

We are looking tor some-
thing better to use for art and
music, something better for
anthropology, and especially
some better introduction to the
whole 1idea of a Christlan
Iiberal arts education. We will
have to have some new per-
sonnel, at least onatemporary
basls,

STAMPEDE: What about the
following years. Is there any
long range plan for the develop-
ment of the program?

Dr. Read: Most of this is
simply guess work, snd muchb
of ft depends on furure develop-
ments for the entire college,
There are a number of things
we would like to do in the
Humanicles, but there (s sfter
all a limited amount that can
be done, I think, for example,
that within five year we are
golng to be forced to give
serious attention to the film.
This could be done within the
Humanittes or {t could be done
elsewhere. What we do, inthat
particular case, depends on

what is done or not done else-
where,

Or, if the school should go
to twelve hundred students as
projected, we would have to
make radical changes pecause
this would mean a {reshman
class of aboutfour hundred fifty
and there {s no good place to
put that many students.

STAMPEDE: What actually
is the Humanities 100 pro-
gram?

Dr. Read: | am extremely
sorry that the nickname ""dumb
Humanitles’® got started for
this program. Some of the stu-
dents in Humanities 100 are
simply late developers whodid
not get adequate high school
preparations, Dthers simply
went to high schools that are
weak,

We would prefer that more
students were In the program,
even though it would mean going
to summer school one summer
if they were to graduate infour
years.

A lot of people could profit
from Humanitles 100; the
administration, the faculty,
even the Stampede staff.

STAMPEDE: You have gone
to meddling.

Dr. Read: Sorry about that.
Before you feave, would you
like to hear my opinions on all
the great issues that confront
Milligan and mankind?

STAMPEDE: NO.

420 tlk Avenue

DINO’S RESTAURANT

“SPECIALIZING IN ITALIAN FOOD"
SUBMARINE SANDWICHES -PIZZA-RAVIOLI-
SPAGHETTI-LASAGN A- CHARBROILED STEAKS

OPEN 10 A.M.-B P.M. Cloced Sunday

Elizabethton, Tenn.

PONTIAC

Lhat could bemore

W/j Hhaw ou Cons T
ol T

Now Jonesboro Hwy

gm// th Wo ors

928-71M

g alig s

@Q‘S‘Vm/-)

TIm

Q76106 ers

121 FOUNTAIN SQUARE
JOHNSON CITY, TENNESSEE

DIAMOND PENDANTS

Styled on 5th Avenve .

. . Fashion Centor of the World

Specially Priced
for 4 Days Only
Reg. Priced at $12.95

YOUR CHOICE

$Q95

Pl Fod.
Tox

Some of the brightest stars in

aur collections of smort diomond
pendants, Set in 10K gold, You'll
be proud o weor Ihem anywhere.

Dther items of equal value:
Cameo, onyx, pearl and jade rings
EFarrings, hracelets, and pendants




